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Alaska: It’s been 3 years now since our trip to Alaska. In July, 2009, my wife Jan and I went north ��on an ‘inside passage’ cruise from Vancouver B.C. to Seward (Anchorage), Alaska, with an added ��week through Denali and Coldfoot, north of the Arctic Circle, and ending with 3 days in Fairbanks. ��

And, so, a belated Thank You to distant cousin Joyce Allen-Luopa and her husband ‘Wil’ Luopa, ��who live in Fairbanks, and took us on a ‘locals’ tour, and also to Wil’s sister, Suzanne Hahn, who ��helped us find relevant sources in the library system at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks (UAF). ��

Joyce can trace her McAninch line back to (William) Alexander McAninch, born 1767, in Ireland, ��who came to Pennsylvania, lived in Dublin Township, Huntingdon County, (central) Pennsylvania ��(residence in 1820 census), and died there sometime after 1820 [see Richard Cochran’s website ��“Descendants of William Alexander McAninch” http://cochranfamily.net/mcaninch/pafg01.htm] ��

This McAninch Family History Newsletter is Published by Frank and Jan (Mauk) McAninch��17531 Montbury Circle, Huntington Beach, California 92649-4823      Telephone: 714-846-5134��Email: frank[at]McAninch.net, FrankMcAninch[at]alumni.uci.edu, mcaninch92649[at]verizon.net  ��
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Vern McAninch (1890-1912), Indiana, and 100 Hundred Years Ago in Alaska      ��

Vern McAninch (full name Vern Wilson McAninch) was born 20 Sept. 1890, in the small town ��of Coatesville, Hendricks County, Indiana. [Coatesville, Notes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5]  ��

Vern McAninch was the youngest son, and the last of 13 children, born to Daniel A. McAninch ��and Rhoda B. (Ann) (Wilson) McAninch, long time residents of the Coatesville area, where Daniel ��was a track crew and carpenter gang foreman on the Terre Haute and Indianapolis railroad (merged ��into the Vandalia Railroad in 1905, later acquired by the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1921) [Note 3], ��and Rhoda kept the family house on west Main Street in Coatesville. [Notes 6, 7, 8 (pictures)] ��

Vern’s father, Daniel A. McAninch, was born 16 Dec. 1850, in Hendricks County, Indiana, and ��grew up in the Coatesville area. Daniel A. McAninch, the second son of Daniel and Phebe (Pike) ��McAninch, was a grand-son of Samuel and (Mary) Polly (Skidmore) McAninch, of Pleasant Hill,��Hendricks County (Samuel, b.ca.Feb.1789, Pennsylvania; d.30 July 1859, Hendricks County), ��and a great-grand-son of Daniel McAninch, pioneer in Lincoln and Casey Counties, Kentucky ��

Daniel A. McAninch’s parents, and Vern’s grand-parents, were Daniel McAninch (‘senior’) ��(born 17 Apr. 1819, Casey County, Kentucky, died 27 May 1897, Hendricks County, Indiana) ��and Phebe (Pike) McAninch [born 5 Mar. 1827, Ohio (prob. Highland County), died 10 Mar. 1883, ��Franklin Township, Hendricks County, Indiana). Phebe’s parents were Tristram and Margaret T. ��(Buntain) Pike, neighbors of the Samuel and Polly (Skidmore) McAninch family. Daniel and ��Phebe (Pike) McAninch were married 6 Sept. 1843, in Hendricks County, and raised five children  ��there. Daniel (‘senior’) was a successful farmer in Franklin Township, Hendricks County, and  ��was a Justice of the Peace in Hendricks County in the 1860’s. Daniel (‘senior’) and Phebe are  ��both buried in the Stilesville Cemetery, Stilesville, Hendricks County, Indiana.��

Vern’s great-grand-parents were Samuel McAninch (born ca. Feb. 1789, in Pennsylvania, and ��died 30 July 1859, Hendricks County, Indiana) and (Mary) Polly (Skidmore) McAninch (born ��3 Apr. 1797, Lincoln County, Kentucky, died ca. 1847-1850, prob. Hendricks County, Indiana). ��Samuel (and other family members) were buried in the (Old) Pleasant Hill (Methodist Episcopal) ��Cemetery, Franklin Township, Hendricks County, Indiana [Note 9]. ��

And Vern was a great-great-grand-son of the original Daniel McAninch, pioneer in Lincoln and ��Casey Counties, Kentucky [original Daniel b. ca. 1750, (northern) Ireland (prob. County Antrim), ��died ca. 1822, prob. Giles County, Tennessee] [Note 10]  ��

Vern’s mother, Rhoda B. Wilson was born 27 Mar. 1849 “in the Blue Ridge mountains of Virginia”��[Note 7], the oldest child of Thomas Milton Wilson and Mary E. (Nugent) Wilson, Quakers from ��Guilford County, North Carolina, who moved into Hendricks County, Indiana, ca. 1851-1853. ��
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Daniel A. and Rhoda married on 23 Dec. 1869, two days before Christmas, by Rev. Tom Pearcy, ��of Stilesville, on the farm south of town, known as the old Clint Newman farm, and then Daniel ��and Rhoda “honeymooned on the railroad to Brazil” [Brazil, Indiana, near Terre Haute] [Note 7].   ��

Daniel and Rhoda had thirteen children, but six died young (four in the 1879 epidemic, and two ��stillborn in 1886). Seven of them lived to adulthood, although only five married and had children: ��

John Freeman McAninch (1871-1947), married Louise Scott, lived in Chicago, Illinois. ��

Dora Ellen McAninch (1872-1924), married Charles M. Swain, lived in Terre Haute, Indiana. ��

George Daniel Elwood McAninch (1880-1963), married Gladys Reed (1887-1958), lived in ��Chicago, Illinois [George Daniel Elwood McA. is this writer’s grand-father /Frank McAninch]. ��

Maude McAninch (1883-1978), married Loren Bilderbeck, and both were teachers in Florida. ��

William Morton McAninch (1886-1942), never married, no children; Coatesville businessman. ��

Fred Thomas McAninch (1888-1914), married Estella Phillips, died in Colorado, 1914. ��

and Vern Wilson McAninch (1890-1912), U. S. Army, stationed in Alaska, died 1912. ��

In 1919, Daniel A. and Rhoda celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary [Note 6], and, in1929, ��they celebrated their 60th anniversary [Note 7], both at their home on West Main Street.��

Daniel A. McAninch died on 10 Feb. 1930, age 79, and the Masonic service at his funeral was ��read by his son, George D. E. McAninch. Rhoda died later that year, 22 Nov. 1930, and both are ��buried in the Coatesville Cemetery, south of town [Notes 11, 12]. ��

Growing Up in Coatesville ��

Vern McAninch grew up in the small town of Coatesville, where his father, Daniel A. McAninch, ��owned the family home on west Main Street in Coatesville (Clay Township, Hendricks County), ��and the family was living there at the time of both the 1900 and 1910 census records [Notes 13, 14]. ��

Vern attended the local schools in Coatesville and neighboring Amo, and was a member of the ��Coatesville Methodist Church [Note 8.g.]. He graduated from Amo High School in 1908, and gave ��the Salutatorian address at the April 28th, 1908, Commencement exercises [Note 8.a. (image)]. ��

As a strong young teen-ager in the 1906-1910 period, Vern played baseball with the ‘town team’, ��and somewhere along the way, Vern acquired the nickname ‘Breakie’ [Note 2, and 8.d. (images)] ��[the significance of ‘Break(ie)(y)’ is not known; it’s probably not for throwing breaking pitches  ��(he was not a pitcher); possibly telegraph code ‘break’s, and then Vern joined the Signal Corps(?)]  ��
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Coatesville Baseball [Brief History of Coatesville, 1966, Note 2]: “Some 50 or 60 years ago ��[i.e. circa 1906-1916] there was a ball team in Coatesville known as the ‘Coatesville Bluz’. Bill ��[William Morton] McAninch was the manager. He secured games with all the town teams of note ��for miles around . . . these games were fiercely contested by players and spectators alike. . . .  ��Other good players were ‘Jug’ Stewart, a clever catcher, ‘Buck’ Phillips, Frank Davidson . . . ��. . . Frank O'Neal was a pitcher and fielder and a scrapping player was ‘breaky’ McAninch.” ��

Of course, railroads were the industry of those times, and influenced Vern’s life in many ways. ��Vern’s father, Daniel A. McAninch, was a bridge carpenter and track crew foreman on the ��Terre Haute and Indianapolis Railroad (merged into the Vandalia Railroad in 1905), and it is ��believed that some of his sons also worked with him for short periods. Vern’s oldest brother, ��John Freeman McAninch (1871-1947), went to Chicago, worked as a brakeman, and became a ��Conductor on the Illinois Central Railroad. And Fred Thomas McAninch (1888-1914), Vern’s ��nearest older brother, became a telegraph operator, working in Colorado (although he died young). ��

The names, ages, and occupations given in the 1910 census corroborate the railroad connections: ��McAninch, Daniel A., [age] 59 [occupation] Railroad, [industry] Fence Carpenter [sic] [Note 14] ��Rhoda, wife, [age] 61 M1 [Married,1] 41 [years], 11 children, 7 living / [occupation] “None” [sic] ��Maude, daughter, [age] 24 S[single] [occupation] Teacher, [industry] Public School  ��William, son, [age] 22 S[single] [occupation] Fence Carpenter, [industry] Railroad ��Vern, son, [age] 19 S[single] [occupation] "None" [industry] "Railroad" [sic, vs. U.S. Army (?)] ��

So, even though he was already in the Army, and was presumably in the Signal Corps enlisted ��training course at Fort Omaha, Nebraska, Vern was still enumerated on the 15 April 1910 census ��with his parents, in his home town of Coatesville, Indiana [Note 14] ��

Vern Joins The U.S. Army Signal Corps in 1909  ��

Vern was very interested in the signaling communications and telegraph technology of his day. ��In December 1909, two months after his 19th birthday, Vern enlisted in the Army Signal Corps, ��and received his reporting orders on Dec. 17th, in a Telegram from the Adjutant General’s Office  ��[Note 15]. He was ‘Accepted For Enlistment’ on Dec. 18th, in Cincinnati, Ohio, and forwarded to ��Columbus Barracks, Columbus, Ohio, where the official paperwork was completed on Dec. 20th. ��

The Enlistment records have original signatures of both Vern and his father, Daniel A. McAninch, ��[since Vern was not yet 21, his father had to sign ‘Consent in Case of a Minor’; the consent for the �� enlistment was signed in Coatesville on Dec. 10th, witnessed by “P. J.[?] Shields, M.E., Pastor”]. ��Vern’s physical description on the Descriptive and Assignment Card in the Enlistment records is  ��Eyes: Brown #1 [sic] / Hair: D[ark] Brown / Complexion: Fair / and Height: 5 feet 5 ½ inches.  ��
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Columbus Barracks was an Infantry post, used for recruiting intake and some Infantry training. ��Five days later, on Christmas day, Dec. 25th, 1909, Vern was forwarded to the Signal Corps at ��Fort Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska. After three days, he arrived at Fort Omaha on Dec. 28th, 1909, ��where he was assigned to Signal Corps Company ‘H’, for training [Note 15. c., d.].��

There are two photographs of Vern, in two different Army uniforms, both with the Signal Corps ��insignia on the sleeve. These pictures were probably made in the spring of 1910, before he went ��north to Alaska. There is no record of the photographer, date, nor place [Notes 8.b., 8.c. (images)]. ��

While Vern was in training at Fort Omaha, Signal Corps regulations would have required him ��to master “three codes: the Myer [which uses a single flag or torch], the American Morse for ��ordinary telegraphy, and the Continental or International Morse for wireless and cable service”. ��Only later, in 1912, did the Army standardize on International Morse code as its general service ��code; and, in 1913, the Signal Corps closed its post at Fort Omaha, and the school for enlisted ��instruction moved to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. [Note 16.a. pg.143]  ��

Sometime in the middle spring, probably April, 1910, Vern would have started the 6-8 week trip ��to Fort Gibbon, Alaska; the Army service record shows that Vern was assigned to Signal Corps ��Company ‘K’ in Alaska, although the transfer was not recorded until after he was already there ��(it was recorded at the end of the spring quarter, on June 30th, 1910) [Note 15. d.]. ��

In those days, the pre-embarkation ‘staging area’ for transfers to Alaska was the U.S. Army’s ��Vancouver Barracks, at Fort Vancouver, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington state, on the ��‘Lewis and Clark Expedition’ route, on the north bank of the mighty Columbia River, and directly ��across the river north of Portland, Oregon [Note 17]. Presumably, Vern would have come west ��to Portland by train, and then processed through Vancouver Barracks on his way north to Alaska, ��and then another 3 or 4 weeks at sea on the long Pacific ocean voyage north to Fort St. Michael. ��

Washington-Alaska Military Cable and Telegraph System (WAMCATS) ��

On 9 February 1870 an Act of Congress authorized the Army to establish meteorological stations ��in the Alaska Territory, and the Chief Signal Officer, Brigadier General Albert Meyers, created the ��Army Weather Bureau, which eventually had over 90 stations in the Alaska Territory [Note 18]. ��In 1899, the War Department created the Department of Alaska, and established its headquarters ��at Fort St. Michael on Norton Sound [near the mouth of the Yukon River] [Note 16.a. p.106] ��

As the gold rush to Alaska gained momentum at the tail end of the 1890's, the U.S. Army also ��deployed infantry units, to help maintain order. Posts were established at Fort Seward (Haines), ��Fort Liscum (Valdez), Fort Egbert (Eagle) [upriver on the Yukon River, near the Canadian border], ��Fort Gibbon (Tanana) [Yukon River, center of the Alaska Territory], Fort St. Michael (St. Michael) ��[on the south shore of Norton Sound], and Fort Davis (Nome) [north shore of Norton Sound].��Soldiers at these posts used skis for drills, patrols, recreation and for hunting for food [Note 21].��
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The Alaskan gold rush (1898-1900) also focused attention on Alaska’s communications needs. ��In May 1900, Congress appropriated nearly half a million dollars to establish a communications ��system connecting the military posts in Alaska. This system, which came to be known as the ��Washington-Alaska Military Cable and Telegraph System (WAMCATS), was constructed by the ��Army Signal Corps. Construction of the telegraph cable portion of the system began in the summer ��of 1900. In 1903, a 107 mile wireless system crossing Norton Sound on the west coast of Alaska ��was added. Also, in 1903, a submarine cable between Sitka, Alaska and Seattle, Washington was ��laid, allowing rapid communication between Alaska and the lower ‘continental U.S.’ [Note 18] ��

By the time WAMCATS was completed, it included 2,079 miles of cable, 1,439 miles of landlines, ��and 107 miles of wireless system across Norton Sound, linking Fort St. Michael to Nome, Alaska, ��for a total of 3,625 miles [Note 16 pg.108]. Fort Gibbon was centrally located, in the middle of the ��Territory, and played a key role in linking Alaska to the U.S., Canada, and the rest of the world. ��By 1908, the landlines had been replaced by wireless radio communications [Note 21.b.]. ��

Major Charles S. Farnsworth, an Infantry officer, was post commander at Fort Gibbon, 1910-1912 ��[Notes 21.c., 31.a.]. “Farnsworth encouraged skiing and hunting parties for recreation and for the ��Arctic training value, as well as to obtain fresh meat. Sports and recreation programs and various ��forms of entertainment the men devised contributed to their high morale” [see Appendix B, entries ��No. 1869 (Nov. 12, 1910) and No. 1913 (Dec. 23, 1910) notes on hunting parties and rifle practice]. ��

A 1916 Signal Corps publication reported this description of the system: “The Signal Corps ��has installed 10 radio stations in Alaska, ranging in size from 1 kilowatt at Petersburg, Wrangell, ��and Kotlik, to 8 and 10 kilowatts at Fort Gibbon, Fort Egbert, Nulato, and Nome [i.e. two towers]. ��Stations of 3 to 5 kilowatts have been installed at St. Michael Circle, and Fairbanks.” [Note 19]  ��

Vern Arrives in Alaska, and up the Yukon River to Fort Gibbon   ��

On the west coast of Alaska, the mighty Yukon River flows into the Bering Sea on the south shore ��of Norton Sound, near Fort St. Michael; for thousands of years, the Yukon River had long been the ��water ‘super highway’ into the Alaska interior. The Yukon River is about 2000 miles long, rising ��in northern British Columbia, flowing north through Canada’s Yukon Territory, and then crossing ��Alaska from east to west, ending in the multi-channel Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, which empties into ��the Bering Sea. It was one of the two principal routes during the 1896–1903 ‘Alaska Gold Rush’  ��to the Klondike in Canada, up the Yukon River, or via Skagway and Chilkoot Pass or White Pass). ��

Although we do not know the name of the ship, nor the exact dates of the northbound passage, ��Vern’s 2600-mile ocean voyage would have ended at Army headquarters post at Fort St. Michael,  ��where he would have officially joined Signal Corps Company ‘K’, in Alaska. Following a short ��transition period at Fort St. Michael, Vern and his unit would gone up the Yukon on a riverboat ��(probably on a wood-burning sternwheeler owned and operated by the Army), traveling 10-14 days ��up the river (against the current), half-way across  the Alaska Territory, 900 miles to Fort Gibbon, ��and landing at Tanana, Alaska,  in July 1910 [Note 25.a., Note 37 a., b.]. ��
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Fort Gibbon, Tanana, Alaska, on the Yukon River ��

Private 1st Class Vern McAninch, U.S. Army Signal Corps, was stationed at Fort Gibbon, Alaska, ��for two years, June / July 1910 to June 1912, including two severe winters in the Alaskan interior. ��

Tanana was an established native village and central trading location long before the Russians ��and Americans came to Alaska. Located in the geographic center of Alaska, on the north bank of ��the main Yukon River, where the Tanana River comes in from the south [Note 21.d. (topo maps)], ��and close to the Koyukuk River on the north, which flows south out of the ‘Gates of the Arctic’ ��and the Brooks Range mountains, Tanana had been a center of native commerce and trade for ��hundreds of years before the various ‘Gold Rush’(s). The Army built Fort Gibbon at Tanana in ��1900, taking advantage of the central location, and the established facilities on the Yukon River. ��

There is quite a bit of historical material archived and available for Fort Gibbon, Tanana, and the ��Yukon River area, including a lot of photographs that were taken at about the same time that Vern ��was stationed there, photographs that show the area as he would have seen it [Note 16.b. (pictures), ��Note 20.a.,b. (pictures), 21.c. (pictures), 21.d. (topo maps), 22. a.,b. (pictures),  23. a.,b.,c.(pictures), ��Note 24. a.,b. (pictures), 27. (pictures), 28. (pictures), 29. (pictures), and 30. (pictures)].��

Unfortunately, there are no known photographs of Vern in Alaska. Also, only a few of the Army ��post records survive [Note 32 ‘Alaska Post Records’ (extracts transcribed in Appendix A.), and ��Note 33, ‘Fort Gibbon Military Records’ (extracts transcribed in Appendix B.)]. In general, these ��Army records only show the names of the officers, along with the number of enlisted servicemen ��in different categories (including ‘Present and Fit for Duty’, ‘Arrest and Confinement’ and ‘Sick’). ��

Local Tanana newspaper accounts report Signal Corps personnel arriving at Fort Gibbon on ��July 14th, 1910, and Vern would likely have been with this group [Note 25.a.]. The 16th Infantry ��came in August, and that is probably when Major Farnsworth assumed command of Fort Gibbon ��[Note 25.b., Farnsworth Note 31]. ��

Signal Corps Capt. A. C. Knowles was appointed Sept. 27th [Note 33, App. B., Sept. 27, 1910] ��and arrived at Fort Gibbon in October [Note 32, App. A., A.7]. Capt. Knowles, who would have ��been Vern’s commanding officer, was in command of Signal Corps Company ‘K’ at Fort Gibbon ��for a full two-year assignment; the appointment of his successor was announced in April 1912 ��[Note 26.a., and Note 32, App. A., June 1912, A.13, A.14], although he could not actually leave ��the Fort until June 1912, after spring ‘break up’ on the Yukon River [Note 32, App. A, A.13, A.14]. ��

Alden C. Knowles was a career Infantry officer who was assigned to the Signal Corps for 3 years. ��He served in Cuba during the Spanish-American War, and was wounded there in 1898. Knowles ��had a distinguished Army career, rising through Infantry assignments to become a full Colonel, ��who commanded the 315th Infantry in France during the trench warfare of World War I [Note 36]. ��
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Unfortunately, there is no specific information available for Vern McAninch’s service during his ��two years in Alaska, and only the Army post records give any insight into Signal Corps life at ��Fort Gibbon during the 1910-1911-1912 years [Note 32, Appendix A, and Note 33, Appendix B]. ��The local Tanana newspaper did run multiple articles about Army life at Fort Gibbon, almost ��entirely about the activities of 16th Infantry Companies ‘A’ and ‘L’, with little mention of the ��Signal Corps, and with no names of Signal Corps personnel. ��

Interior Alaska is a land of extreme weather, with winter lows as cold as -50 Fahrenheit, and ��summer highs up to +90 degrees. The latitude at Tanana is slightly north of Fairbanks, Alaska. ��However, both are still south of the Arctic Circle, so it’s not quite ‘the land of the midnight sun’, ��but there were mere hours of weak sunlight in the winter, with the sun very low on the horizon. ��On the other hand, the Yukon River valley has summer days with 23 hours of bright sunlight, and ��July and August can have great weather in the area.   ��

The Army built Fort Gibbon at Tanana in 1900, at the confluence of the Tanana River tributary ��with the main Yukon River [Note 21.d. (topo maps)]. Two years later, and another 160 miles up ��the Tanana River and its Chena River tributary, gold was discovered in 1902, and Fairbanks was ��incorporated in 1903. Later, in 1908, the Signal Corps built a radio telegraph tower in Fairbanks. ��

It is possible that Vern McAninch could have visited Fairbanks, 160 miles away, by riverboat or ��stagecoach in the summer, or by dogsled in the winter, but we have no records of any such trip(s) ��[however, not by train; the narrow-gauge Tanana Valley Mines Railroad connected Fairbanks to ��the gold mines in the Tanana River valley, but did not run all the way to Tanana] [Note 37. c., d.]. ��

During his second winter in Alaska, in January 1912, Vern started to experience his ‘final illness’ ��that would sadly lead to his death later that same year. ��

Vern later reported that the ‘first symptoms’ of his disease came in January, 1912 [Note 15. e.]; ��it is possible that Vern is the ‘1 Sick’ enlisted man shown on the Signal Corps Company ‘K’ reports ��for the three months, January, March, and April, 1912 [Note 32, App. A, A.12]. Of course, it was ��deep in the middle of the Alaskan winter; the Yukon River had frozen over long ago, and there was ��no way out of Fort Gibbon before break-up in the late spring (late May, 1912). On June 12th, 1912, ��the Army Post Records show the change in personnel at Fort Gibbon, when Capt. Wm. N. Michel ��arrived to take command of the Signal Corps company. On June 12th, 1912, eight officers, including ��Capt. Knowles, left the post, and another group of personnel [no list] were being transferred to ��The Presidio, San Francisco, via Fort St. Michael, Alaska [Note 32, App. A, A.13, A.14, A.15]. ��

Although there is no list in the Army Post Records, we know that Vern was transferred to ��The Presidio, San Francisco, and probably would have been in this group leaving on June 12th. ��Vern’s total travel time would have been 5-7 days down the Yukon River (with the current) to ��Fort St. Michael, and then another three weeks on the south-bound ocean voyage, over 3000 miles��to San Francisco, California (the ship’s name, sailing dates, and exact route are not known). ��
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Vern’s Illness and Return to the Continental U.S.  ����Vern’s Army records indicate that he was transferred out in June, 1912, and his service record ��with Signal Corps Company ‘K’ was updated ‘7850’ at the end of the quarter, 31 June 1912 ��(the meaning of the annotation ‘7850’ is unknown; it is assumed that ‘7850’ is a classification ��code of some kind, perhaps a disability, ship, or transfer code number) [Note 15, d., 31 June 1912]. ��

Vern’s Army medical record says that “Soldier states first symptoms of disease arose insidiously ��in January 1912, and since then have grown progressively worse” [Note 15. e. July 1912]. Clearly, ��he arrived at Letterman General Hospital, The Presidio, San Francisco, in early July 1912, on or ��before July 9th, 1912, which is the date of the medical diagnosis in he hospital there [Note 15. e.]. ��

When Vern arrived at Letterman General Hospital (L.G.H.) in San Francisco, he was examined ��by the Army surgeon(s) there, who determined on July 9th, 1912, that he was “unfit for duty”. ��The medical diagnosis by the Army surgeon was “Diabetes mellitus” along with the statements:  ��When disability arose soldier was (state duty or service) “Performing usual duties of a soldier”; ��“Disability was incurred in line of duty” . . . “No further information obtainable”; and “Opinion ��based on history and progress of the case . . . Cause undetermined. Incurred in line of duty.” ��[Note 15. e., Certificate of Disability, examined July 9, 1912, Certificate dated 13 Sept. 1912]. ��

Vern’s service record was updated to Signal Corps Company ‘M’ [‘M’ for Medical(?)] at the end ��of August 1912, along with the start of the paperwork for his medical disability discharge. Vern ��received a General Discharge on 5 October 1912, at Letterman General Hospital in San Francisco, ��and started the long train ride home to Coatesville, Indiana [Note 15. e., Note 34. d., 31 Oct. 1912].  ��

Vern’s Final Days back home in Coatesville, Indiana ����After his discharge in San Francisco, Vern returned home to Coatesville, Indiana (which would ��have been a 3 or 4 day trip by train, eastbound across the Rockies, and probably through Chicago). ��With all of the Railroad employees in the family (father, and brothers), it is possible that someone ��went to San Francisco, and then accompanied Vern on his final trip home, but there is no mention ��of that in any of the local newspaper articles. ��

The local Coatesville Herald weekly ran a “Back From Alaska” article on Thursday, 17 Oct. 1912 ��[Note 34. a., App. C (transcription); Note 8.d. (image)], which ends with the hopeful thought ��. . . and it is hoped by his many friends to see him soon the ‘Breakie’ they once knew”. ��

Sadly, Vern died 3 days later, on Sunday morning, 20 Oct. 1912, at the family home in Coatesville. ��A memorial service was held at the Methodist Church on Wednesday morning, 23 Oct. 1912, the ��Rev. C. O. Smock officiating, and Vern was buried in a special plot at the Coatesville Cemetery, ��south of town, Clay Township, Hendricks County, Indiana [Notes 8.e., 8.f. (images)]. ��
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Multiple ‘farewell’ and ‘obituary’ articles appeared in the local Indiana newspapers. ��[Note 34. b., 24 Oct. 1912, “A Brave Life Ended”, App. C (transcription); �� Note 34. c., 25 Oct. 1912, “Came From Alaska To Die”, App. C (transcription), and �� Note 34. d., 31 Oct. 1912, “Obituary” “Vern Wilson McAninch”, App. C (transcription)] ��

The two newspaper accounts on the 24th and 25th refer to “bad beef” and “food poisoning”, ��that resulted in a disease of the kidneys, and then the article on the 31st says that “impure food” ��“brought on the illness from which he was unable to recover”. ��

The “Obituary” article printed in the Coatesville Herald on Thursday, 31 Oct. 1912, appears to ��best match the information available in Vern’s Army records [Note 15]: ��“died . . . of an illness contracted in Alaska while in the service of his country” . . . ��and [sent] “to take charge of the wireless office at Fort Gibbons [sic, Fort Gibbon], spending ��the succeeding winters of 1910 and 1911 at that place. The extremity of the Northern winters, ��and their attendant exposure and hardship, together with the impure food with which they were ��forced to maintain life brought on the illness from which he was unable to recover”. ��[Newspapers, Note 34. b., c., d., App. C (transcriptions), Note C.3] ��

The ‘Obituary” article also reports “Those who survive him are his father and mother, ��Mr. and Mrs. D. A. McAninch, of this place; his sisters, Mrs. Dora E. Swain, of Terre Haute, Ind., ��[and] Mrs. Maude Bilderbeck, Jonesboro, Ark.; his brother[s], John Freeman and George Daniel ��Elwood of Chicago, Ill., William Morton, of Coatesville, and Fred Thomas, of Indianapolis”.  ��

As noted above, Vern Wilson McAninch was buried in a special plot in the Coatesville Cemetery, ��south of town, in Clay Township, Hendricks County; the inscription on the marker reads simply  ��



��������VERN MCANINCH  ������������         CO. M  ������������U.S. SIGNAL CORPS ������������       1890 – 1912  ��[Note 38]��������
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Notes and Sources   ��[1] �“McAninchs in Coatesville, Hendricks County, Indiana, in late 1800’s” (1) [Chiseltown], �� �MFHN v.XI n.1 January 2003 p.2003-02,03 [and ‘Brief History of Coatesville’ Note 2] ��[2] �“Brief History of Coatesville”, by Joe Harris Davidson, 1966, 38 leaves, typescript, At�� � Plainfield Public Library, Plainfield, Indiana, H977.253 C652b H208. MFHN v.XI n.1 �� �Jan. 2003 p.2003-02,03, copy now online at http://coatesville.wingler.com/history.htm ��[3]�[Railroad] “the Railroad comes through Coatesville” in 1852, MFHN v.XI n.1 Jan. 2003 �� �p.2003-02; see Railroads Of Indiana, by Richard S. Simons and Francis H. Parker, 1997, �� �Indiana University Press, Bloomington and Indianapolis, ISBN 0 253 33351 2, pgs.117-8 ��[4]�[M.E.Ch.] “McAninch in the Records of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Coatesville�� �and Amo, Indiana”, 1860’s and subsequent; MFHN v.VI n.1 January 1998 pg.1998-08 ��[5]�1874, The People's Guide: A Business, Political, and Religious Directory of Hendricks  �� �County, Indiana; (Cline & McHaffie, 1874); MFHN v.XIV n.3 July 2006 pg.2006-28 ��[6] �1919, 50th wedding anniversary, Coatesville Herald article, Thursday, January 1, 1920, �� �Vol. XI, No. 1, first page, top of column 1 ��[7] �1929, 60th wedding anniversary, Coatesville Herald article, Thursday, Dec. 12, 1929, �� �Vol. XX, No. 50, page 1, col. 3,4, (with two-column photograph, Daniel and Rhoda) ��[8] �[Images] The 'Shoe Box' Picture Collection of Rhoda (Wilson) McAninch (1849-1930) �� �www.mcaninch.net > Genealogy > ‘Shoe Box’ Collection of Rhoda (Wilson) McAninch, �� �www.mcaninch.net\Genealogy\Rhoda-Pictures MFHN v.XV n.2 April 2007 p.2007-10 ���a.�High School Commencement Program, April 1908 - McA-Vern-1908-Amo-HS.jpg ���b.�Vern in Dress Uniform (prob. 1910) - McA-Vern-1911ca-Army-Dress-Uniform.jpg      ���c.�Vern in Other Uniform (prob. 1910) - McA-Vern-1911ca-Army-Other-Uniform.jpg      ���d.�Newspaper Article, 17 Oct. 1912 - McA-Vern-1912-Back-From-Alaska.jpg �� ��Coatesville Herald, Coatesville, Indiana, Vol.III No.42, Thurs., Oct. 17, 1912, pg.1 ���e.�Coatesville Cemetery (photo deteriorated) - McA-Vern-1912-Grave-Coatesville.jpg ���f.�Funeral Remembrance Card, Oct. 1912 - McA-Vern-1912-Remembrance-Card.jpg �� �g.�Newspaper Obituary, 31 Oct. 1912 - McA-Vern-1912-Obit-First-Pargraph.jpg �� ��Coatesville Herald, Coatesville, Indiana, Vol.III No.44, Thurs., Oct. 31, 1912, pg.1 ����[(d) and (g) at the Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis, Indiana, May 1998, in ���� Indiana newspaper project, reel 290022, Coatesville Herald, Jan.1912-Dec.1913] ��[9]�Research Report on (Old) Pleasant Hill (Methodist) Cemetery, Franklin Township, �� �Hendricks County, Indiana - 68 webpages, at www.McAninch.Net/genphcem - 6 pictures �� �taken by Louise McAninch in 1963 at the cemetery, before it was plowed under in 1967.��[10]�“Daniel McAninch, Part II: From Pennsylvania, 1790, to Lincoln County, Kentucky”, �� �MFHN v.IX n.2 April 2001 p.2001-11, www.mcaninch.net > Newsletter > pg.2001-11 ��[11] �1830, Daniel’s obituary article, “Heart Trouble Causes Death of D. A. McAninch” �� �Coatesville Herald, Thursday, February 13, 1930, Vol. XXI, No. 7, page 1, col. 6 ��[12] �1830, Rhoda’s obituary article, “Mrs. Rhoda McAninch, 82, Dies After Long Illness”, �� �Coatesville Herald, Thursday, November 27, 1930, Vol. XXI, No. 48, page 1, col. 1��
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[13] �[1900 census] McAninch, Daniel A. / Rhoda / Maud 16 / William 14 / Fred 12 / Vern 9; �� �Indiana, Hendricks County, Clay Twp.; 25 June 1900, NARA T623 Roll 377 p.156 ED 29 ��[14] �[1910 census] McAninch, Daniel A. / Rhoda / Maud 24 / William 22 / Vern 19; ��  �Indiana, Hendricks County, Clay Twp.; 15 Apr. 1910; NARA T624 Roll 354 pg.57’A’ ��[15] �Military Service Record, Vern McAninch (1909-1912) �� �a. �NARA File: McAninch, Vern / Vol. 130 Roll 67 year 1909 page 116 Index 01971 ���b. �Register of Enlistments, U. S. Army (41 records on this sheet, Vern is the 3rd line) ���c. �Enlistment papers (Declaration, Consent, and Descriptive and Assignment Card) ���d. �Signal Corps Card (Date of Muster Roll, Companies ‘H’, ‘K’ [Alaska], and ‘M’) ���e. �Certificate of Disability for Discharge (July 9, 1912 / Sept. 13, 1912 / Oct. 5, 1912) ���f.�[Analysis] Vern's Army records from NARA have copies of his enlistment papers,  �� ��with original signatures of both Vern and his father (Daniel A. McAninch), �� ��some information about his training at Fort Omaha, Nebraska, and some records �� ��about his later illness and discharge at Letterman General Hospital, The Presidio, �� ��San Francisco, California. Unfortunately, it appears to be just a typical 'CONUS' ����[Continental U.S.] service file, with no records of his time in Alaska.��[16] �U.S. Army Signal Corps history and records���a.�Getting The Message Through: A Branch History of the United States Army �� ��Signal Corps, by Raines, Rebecca Robbins, pub. 1996 by Defense Dept., Army, �� ��Center of Military History, 484 pgs., ISBN 0-16-045351-8 (out of print, GPO); �� ��complete book now online http://www.history.army.mil/books/30-17/Front.htm  ���b. �the two pictures on pg.109, "Telegraph Repair Wor[k] at Fort Gibbon, Alaska"  �� ��and "Interior of Fort Gibbon Telegraph Office" are both available online at �� ��http://www.history.army.mil/books/30-17/S_3.htm#p109a ���c. �The Signal Corps Museum, at Fort Gordon, Georgia, has no personnel records, �� ��and there are no exhibits for WAMCATS nor Signal Corps Co. ‘K’ in Alaska  �� ��http://www.signal.army.mil/ocos/museum/  ��[17] �Vancouver Barracks, Fort Vancouver, Vancouver, Washington state�� �a.�Fort Vancouver National Historic Site (NPS) - http://www.nps.gov/fova/index.htm �� �b.�Fort Vancouver, Columbia River, - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Vancouver ���c.�Vancouver Barracks (1849-1947) - http://fortwiki.com/Vancouver_Barracks ��[18] �Washington-Alaska Military Cable and Telegraph System (WAMCATS)�� �a. �U.S. Army 59th Signal Battalion [“Voice of the Arctic”] �� �b.�http://www.usarak.army.mil/59thsignal/History.asp �� �c.�http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/agency/army/59sig.htm ���d. �side note re ‘lower 48’ [sic]: There were only 45 states when WAMCATS started �� ��in 1900; Oklahoma became a state in 1907, and there were 46 states when Vern �� ��went to Alaska in 1910 (Arizona and New Mexico both admitted later, in 1912). ��[19] �‘Radio Apparatus in Use in the Signal Corps’ ���Radiotelegraphy (U.S. Signal Corps publication), October, 1916, pages 85-86 ��
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[20] �Fort Gibbon’ photographs, Special Collections, University of Washington Libraries, Seattle ���a.�Title: Fort Gibbon showing cannons and commissary [building], ca. 1914 ����Photographer: Curtis, Asahel, 1874-1941 / Special Collections ‘CUR2004’ ���b.�Postcard "Fort Gibbon, Alaska" / Special Collections ‘AWC1295’ ���c.�http://content.lib.washington.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php > search “CUR2004” etc. ��[21]�‘Fort Gibbon, 1899 to 1923’ (Alaska Lost Ski Areas Project)  �� �a.�Location: Tanana, interior Alaska on the north banks of the Yukon River about  �� ��two miles west of the of the confluence of the Tanana River with the Yukon River. ����Elevation: ~150'  �� �b.�Tanana was previously the site of Fort Adams (1868-1869), an American trading  �� ��post. Originally Fort Gibbon troops supported the telegraph line from Fairbanks  �� ��to Nome. Later, in 1908, the telegraph line was abandoned for wireless [radio] �� ��communications. Fort Gibbon became a wireless station at that time.�� �c.�Nine photographs from Charles S. Farnsworth Family Papers, circa 1910-1912  �� ��[Farnsworth, Note 31] ���d.�topographic maps showing location of Tanana downstream from the confluence  �� ��of the Yukon and Tanana Rivers, and the area  where Fort Gibbon was located. �� �e.�‘Fort Gibbon’ http://www.alsap.org/FortGibbon/FortGibbon.htm �� ��(part of the) ‘Alaska Lost Ski Areas Project (ALSAP)’ http://www.alsap.org/ ��[22] �‘Fort Gibbon’ photographs, Special Collections, Univ. of Washington Libraries, Seattle  �� �a.�Fort Gibbon showing cannons and commissary to the right background, ca. 1914 �� ��Photographer: Curtis, Asahel, 1874-1941 / Special Collections ‘CUR2004’ ���b.�Postcard "Fort Gibbon, Alaska" / Special Collections ‘AWC1295’ ���c.�http://content.lib.washington.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php > search “CUR2004” etc. ��[23]�‘Fort Gibbon’ photographs, University of Alaska, Fairbanks (UAF) ���a.�Fort Gibbon, buildings behind a fence and an open gate; a dog and a log building;  �� ��with a row of large and small buildings is shown [George Frye] UAF-1972-117-19 ����http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/15083/rec/1�� �b.�Fort Gibbon, aerial view, winter �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/6380/rec/5 �� �c. �‘Operator Peck of the Ft. Gibbon wireless state station’ [equipment and office]. �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/6671/rec/2  ��[24]�'Fort Gibbon and the Village of Tanana' By Jason Wenger �� �a.�Univ. of Alaska Anchorage: http://www.litsite.org/index.cfm search "Fort Gibbon"  �� �b. �multiple photographs: Fort Gibbon http://www.litsite.org/gallery AMRC-b00-1-1,�� ��A pair of sternwheelers at Tanana UAF-1994-70-396, et al ��[25]�‘Tanana Leader’ (newspaper), Tanana, Alaska; microfilm July 1, 1909 to Aug. 25, 1910,    ����Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, 333 Willoughby Ave., Juneau, Alaska �� ��[State Office Building, 8th Floor] http://www.library.state.ak.us/hist���a.�July 14, 1910 “First Lt. Tatum of the Signal Corps arrived Sunday night on the �� ��St. Michael and will relieve Capt. Cunningham” [on the riverboat ‘St. Michael’]  �� �b.�Aug. 4, 1910 “Companies A and L of the Sixteenth Infantry arrived . . .”   ��
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[26]�‘Yukon Valley News’ (“Successor to Tanana Leader”), Tanana, 7/6/1909 -1/11/1913 �� ��Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, http://www.library.state.ak.us/hist  �� �a. �April 6, 1912 “Captain A. C. Knowles has been relieved from duty with the �� ��Signal Corps on account of the expiration of his detail in that Corps“ ��[27] �[PCA 64] “Alaska Communications System Photograph Collection, 1904-1963”,  ���2199 images, Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, 333 Willoughby Ave., Juneau,  �� �Alaska 99801 [State Office Building, 8th Floor] http://www.library.state.ak.us/hist ���a. �Document online www.library.state.ak.us/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/PCA064.doc   �� �b.�Radio station, Ft Gibbon, Tanana, Alaska (building and radio tower) �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/872/rec/2 �� �c.�Ft Gibbon from radio tower (village of Tanana, sternwheeler and barge at the dock) �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/875/rec/4�� �d. �Headquarters 3rd Section, W-A M C&T Systems (barracks Co ‘K’ Signal Corps) �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/877/rec/5�� �e.�Ft. Gibbon, Alaska (long row of log cabins with a church above them on a hillside) �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/9235/rec/6�� �f.�Watching the ice break -- Ft. Gibbon (‘break-up’, May 15, 1913) �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/2229/rec/10�� �g.�Fort Gibbon (entrance to Fort Gibbon with a sternwheeler on the river) �� ��http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cdmg11/id/2228/rec/21��[28] �[PCA 77] “Nathaniel Todd collection” �� �Nathaniel Todd served with the U.S. Army Signal Corp at Ft. Gibbon., Alaska, 1906-1908. ���Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, Juneau, http://www.library.state.ak.us/hist �� �a. �Document online www.library.state.ak.us/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/PCA077.doc���8.�Ft. Gibbon. U.S. Army Signal Corp standing in formation in front of Army building. �� �9.�Ft. Gibbon. U.S. Army Signal Corp. Men with dogs and sled in front of building.�� �17.�Ft. Gibbon, U.S. Army Signal Corp. assembly in front of building, w/gear and guns��[29] �[PCA 78] “D. D. Pittman Photograph Collection, 1912-1917” �� �D.D. Pittman was Chief Telegraph Officer and Cashier with the U.S. Army Signal Corp ���at Fort Gibbon and Valdez, Alaska between June 1912 and March 1917. Fort Gibbon  �� �was the detail headquarters and distributing point of the U.S. military telegraph and  �� �cable service. Photographs include Tanana, Fort Gibbon, . . . and his Alaska journals . . . ���Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, Juneau, http://www.library.state.ak.us/hist ���a. �Document online www.library.state.ak.us/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/PCA078.doc�� �1.�Ft. Gibbon, Alaska 4/23/14 [fort buildings beyond 2 stern-wheelers in dry dock]. �� �4.�Ft. Gibbon, Alaska, Mar. 6, 1913. [Dog corral with sleds in foreground].�� �5.�Dog corral Ft. Gibbon Alaska March 6, 1913. [Man and dogs inside corral]. �� �10.�Ft. Gibbon, AK. 4/23/14 [man in uniform beside snow arch]. �� �12.�U.S. Army Signal Corps building at Ft. Gibbon, April 24, 1914; five men on steps �� �55.�Co. ‘B’ 14th Inf. arriving at Ft. Gibbon, Als, July 1914 [river steamer and 3 barges] �� �56.�Co. ’B’ of 14th U.S. Inf. arriving at Ft. Gibbon, Alaska. July 1914 [closer view] �� �b.�Journal, June 1912, Enroute to [and in] Alaska to March 1917, Valdez (photocopy) �� �c.�Typescript of journal, May 30 1912 to May 13, 1913 [by daughter Marcia Johann] ��
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[30] �[PCA 175] “United States Army Signal Corps Photograph Collection, 1889-1970” �� �194 images “. . . historical military . . . National Archives and at the U.S. Army Pentagon” ���Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, Juneau, http://www.library.state.ak.us/hist �� �a. �Document online  www.library.state.ak.us/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/PCA175.doc �� �7.�Signal Corps Radio Station, Ft. Gibbon, Alaska. (NA 111-SC-68187)�� �8.�Fort Gibbon, man in uniform at wireless station, Sept. 1909. (NA. 111-RB-998) �� �9.�Fort Gibbon: . . . engine and dynamo at wireless station, 1909.] (NA. 111-RB-999) �� �10.�Fort Gibbon: operator with headset, wireless room, 1915. (NA. 111-RB-6089) �� �11.�Signal Corps Radio Station, Fort Gibbon 1909 [outside view] (NA. 111-RB-997) �� �12 �Officers, garrison of Fort Gibbon, Alaska, 1901 [five officers]. (NA. 111-RB-2694) �� �27.�Fort Gibbon, 1901, U.S. Telegraph Barge No. 1 on supports (NA. 111-RB-2673) ��[31]�‘Farnsworth Papers’ [‘Charles S. Farnsworth Papers’ (Ft. Gibbon 1899-1900, 1910-1911); �� �‘Robert J. Farnsworth Papers’ (son of Charles), ‘Farnsworth Family Papers 1899-1977’]; ���University of Alaska, Fairbanks (UAF), Alaska & Polar Regions Collections, Fairbanks   �� �a.�Charles Stewart Farnsworth (1862-1955), from Clarion, Pennsylvania, graduated �� ��from the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, in 1887; overseas service included �� ��Alaska, Cuba, the Philippines, and Mexico. He served twice in Alaska, first as a �� ��Captain with E Company, 7th Infantry, building Fort Gibbon, 1899-1900 and �� ��Fort Egbert, 1900-1901, then as a major with the 16th Infantry, stationed at ����Fort Gibbon in 1910-1911. �� �b.�‘papers’ have copies of his monthly reports, did not mention enlisted men by name  ��[32]�‘Alaska Post Returns, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, 1910 to 1912’, United States Army, �� �Continental Commands, 1821-1920; Fort Gibbon, Jan. 1907 to Dec. 1916; NARA M617; ���a. �Transcription in Appendix A (below), Notes A.1 through A.15 [Source: Note A.1]  ���b.�‘Army Post Returns’ only show the names of the officers, along with the number of ����enlisted servicemen in different categories [e.g. ‘Present and Fit for Duty’ (‘PFD’), ����‘Special Duty’, ‘Sick’, ‘Arrest and Confinement’ (‘A&C’), and ‘Enlisted Total’). . ��[33] �‘Fort Gibbon Military Records, 1910-1911’, at University of Alaska, Fairbanks (UAF);  ���a. �Transcription in Appendix B (below), Notes B.1 through B.6 [Source: Note B.1]���b. �Unfortunately, any subsequent book(s) (records after Feb. 1911) have been lost ��[34]�‘Coatesville Newspaper Articles about Vern McAninch, October 1912’ �� �Transcriptions in Appendix C. (below), with source citations and Notes C.1., C.2., C.3.�� �a.�“Back from Alaska”, Coatesville Herald, Thursday, 17 Oct. 1912 �� �b.�“A Brave Life Ended”, Coatesville Herald, Thursday, 24 Oct. 1912 �� �c.�“Came From Alaska To Die”, Plainfield [Indiana] Friday Caller, Fri. 25 Oct. 1912 �� �d.�“Obituary” / Vern Wilson McAninch, Coatesville Herald, Thursday, 31 Oct. 1912 ��
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[35]�There are numerous other sources that did not have any information about Vern: ���a.�Alaska Communications System Records 1900-1970 [manuscript] �� ��Historical Library ‘0011 MS’, Annual Reports, nothing specific    ����Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, Juneau, Alaska �� �b. �The Alaskan Cable System, Unites States Army Signal Corps, 1925, U.S. G.P.O.; �� ��Historical Library ‘TK5613.U65 1925 VF’, no specific names  ����Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, Juneau, Alaska ���c. �‘Fairbanks Daily Times’ (newspaper), some ‘Signal Corps’ articles, many about the ����[smaller] Signal Corps post in Fairbanks, and only officers name in most articles; ����Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, Newspaper microfilm, Juneau, Alaska  ����(1) May 25, 1912 ‘Signal Corps stations’, pg.3, mentions ‘Corp. Gooden’ ����(2) May 26, 1912 ‘Signal Corps men leave’, pg.4 [Vern is not on the list of names]  ����{3) June 12, 1912 ‘Signal Corps officers’ pg.4 [Officers, change of command] ���d. �[map] ‘Military reservation, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, 1900-1923’, photocopy depicting ����Fort Gibbon. Anchorage Museum of History and Art, Library Archives, Anchorage �� �e. �Reference Library inquiries at the U.S. Army Combined Arms Research Library �� ��[CARL], Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, re 1912 ‘Fort Gibbon’, ‘bad beef’ and/or ����‘food poisoning’, and ‘Signal Corps’ could not find anything relevant.��[36]�Alden C. Knowles / Born in New York, N. Y., Feb. 1873; Served in Cuba with 13th �� �Inf. during Spanish-American War; Wounded in Santiago Campaign, 1898; Served as �� �2ud Lieut., 13th Inf., Apr. 1891 to Feb. 1901; Promoted 1st Lieut., 25th Inf., Feb. 2. 1901; �� �Assigned to 13th Inf.. Dec. 1901; Graduate, Infantry and Cavalry School, 1906; �� �Graduate, Army Signal School, 1907; Promoted Captain, 30th Inf., Oct. 1, 1907; �� �Assigned to Signal Corps. June 12, 1909 [arrived at Fort Gibbon, Alaska, October 1910];  �� �Assigned to 14th Inf., April 2, 1912 [Left Fort Gibbon, Alaska, June 1912]; Assigned to �� �2nd Inf., Sept. 1914; Promoted Major, Infantry, May 1917; Promoted Lieut. Col., Nat’l �� �Army, Aug. 1917; Assigned to 510th Inf., National Army, Aug. 1917; Assigned as �� �Commanding Officer, 315th Inf., National Army, July 27, 1918; Promoted Colonel, �� �510th Inf., Nat’l Army, July 30, 1918; Commanded 315th Inf. through the entire period �� �of operations in France and until its final demobilization at Camp Dix, N. J., June 1919. �� �[315th Inf.] http://314th.org/books/The-Official-History-of-the-315h-Infantry-USA.txt ��[37] �Sternwheelers, Riverboats, Transportation, and “Fairbanks, Alaska's Golden Heart.”  ���a. �The State of Alaska: A Guide to its Past, Present, and Future ����XXVII. TRADE AND TRANSPORTATION (Historic Information) ����http://www.stateofalaskaguide.com/xxvii-trade-and-transportation.htm ���b. �St. Michael to Tanana, 10-14 days, 900 miles up the Yukon River ����http://www.akhistorycourse.org/articles/article.php?artID=174 ���c. �Fairbanks, Alaska: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Fairbanks,_Alaska ���d. �Tanana Valley Railroad, http://www.fairnet.org/agencies/tvrr/history.html ��[38] �Coatesville Cemetery, Vern W. McAninch, Find A Grave Memorial No. 18579763 ���Photograph online at http://www.findagrave.com [Thank You, Jessica Felix] ��
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Appendix A: Alaska Post Returns, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, 1910 to 1912   ��

[Notes A1,A2]  �[Column Titles, Note A3]���Monthly  �Ofcr �Enlisted  [Note A4] �����  Report �PFD �PFD �Special�A or C �[Enl] �Identification of the ��(S. C. Co. K) �[A3]�[A3]�Duty �Sick �[A3] �Total �Signal Corps Officer ��

1910 ���������June 1910 �    1 �   41 �   16 �    2 �    _ �   59 �Mack Cunningham, Capt., ��[Note A5] �   �   �   �   �   �   �Signal Corps [Note A6] ��July 1910 �    1 �   14 �    9 �    1 �    2 �   26 �Howard Tatum, ���   �   �   �   �   �   �1st Lt., Signal Corps ‘K’��Aug. 1910 �    1 �    5 �   17 �    _ �    2�   24 �[Tatum] ��Sept. 1910 �    1 �    5 �   15 �    1 �    _�   21 �[Tatum] ��Oct. 1910 �    1 �    7 �   15 �    1 �    _ �   23 �A.C. Knowles, Capt., ���   �   �   �   �   �   �Signal Corps ‘K’ [Note A7] ��Nov. 1910 �    1�    8 �   12 �    2 �    1 �   23 �[Knowles] ��Dec. 1910 �    1 �   12 �   13 �    _�    1 �   26 �Knowles [Note A8] ��

1911 �   �   �   �   �   �   ���Jan. 1911 �    1 �   10 �   13 �    _�    1 �   24 �A.C. Knowles [Note A9] ��Feb. 1911 �    1 �    8 �   13 �    2 �    1 �   24 �A.C. Knowles ��Mar. 1911 �    1 �    6 �   13 �    1�    1 �   21 �A.C. Knowles ��Apr. 1911 �    1 �    8 �   13 �    1 �    1 �   23 �A.C. Knowles ��May 1911 �    1 �    6 �   11 �    1 �    2 �   20 �A.C. Knowles ��June 1911 �    1 �   32 �   16 �    1 �    2 �   51 �A.C. Knowles [Note A10] ��July 1911 �    1 �   22 �   16 �    2 �    3 �   43 �Knowles ��Aug. 1911 �    1 �   14 �   12 �    3 �    1�   30�[Knowles] ��Sept. 1911 �    1 �    9 �   14 �    1 �    1 �   25 �Knowles ��Oct. 1911 �    1 �   17 �   14 �    _ �    1 �   32 �Knowles ��Nov. 1911 �    1 �   17 �   14 �    _ �    1 �   32 �Knowles ��Dec. 1911 �    1 �   17 �   13 �    1 �    1 �   32 �Knowles [Note A11] ��

1912 �   �   �   �   �   �   ���Jan. 1912 �    1 �   17 �   13 �    1 �    1 �   32 �[Knowles] [Note A12��Feb. 1912 �    1 �   18 �   13 �    _ �    2 �   33 �[Knowles] ��Mar. 1912 �    1 �   18 �   12 �    1 �    1 �   32 �[Knowles] ��Apr. 1912 �    1 �   21 �   13 �    1 �    _ �   35 �[Knowles] ��May 1912�    1 �   22 �   11 �    _ �    _ �   33 �[Knowles] ��June 1912 �    1 �   16 �   21 �    _ �    _ �   37 �Wm. N. Michel [Note A13] ���������[Knowles] [Notes A14,A15] ��July 1912 �    1 �    2 �   29 �    _ �    _ �   31 �[new troops, new clerk] ��
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Appendix A. Notes For “Alaska Post Returns”, Fort Gibbon, June 1910 to July 1912 ��

[A. 1]�Source: “Alaska Post Returns”, United States Army, Continental Commands, ���1821-1920; Fort Gibbon, Alaska, Jan. 1907 to Dec. 1916; National Archives (NARA) ���microfilm M617 Rolls 402 (ends Dec. 1906) and 403 (Jan. 1907 to Dec. 1916); �� �Alaska State Library, Historical Collections, State Office Building, 8th Floor, �� �333 Willoughby Ave., Juneau [Weds. 1 July 2009]; http://www.library.state.ak.us/hist  ��[A. 2] �“Signal Corps Co. K” data from Commanding Officer’s end-of-month Monthly Report ��[A. 3]�Column Titles: Ofcr “Officers” [number of Signal Corps Officers] / ���PFD “Present and Fit for Duty” / A or C “Arrest or Confinement” / [Enl] Enlisted Total ��[A. 4]�The ‘Army Post Returns’ only show the names of the officers, along with the number  ���of enlisted servicemen in different categories (e.g. ‘PFD’, ‘Special Duty’, ‘Sick’, and ���‘Arrest and Confinement’). The names of enlisted soldiers were not recorded here ���[enlisted soldiers were only named in specific Death and Disciplinary cases, and there ��� are no ‘Arrest and Confinement’ records for Vern in the Fort Gibbon post records]. ��[A. 5] �Signal Corps staff at Fort Gibbon reduced in the summer of 1910 (June and July 1910); ���size of Enlisted complement cut in half, from 59 to 26 total (including Vern McAninch) ��[A. 6] �Signal Corps Officer in Charge of Company ‘K’ at Fort Gibbon was normally a Captain ���(except temporarily, 1st Lt. Howard Tatum, for three months in the summer of 1910) ��[A. 7]�Oct. 1910: A. C. Knowles, Capt., Signal Corps Company ‘K’, arrived in October 1910 ��[A. 8]�Dec. 1910: Knowles  ���“In charge of 3rd Section, Alaska Military Telegraph Line” [aka ‘AMTL’] ��[A. 9] �Winter 1910-1911: Enlisted complement varied between 20 and 26 (inc. Vern McA.) ��[A.10] �June 1911: Enlisted totals 51 and (July) 43 probably due to the ‘overlap’ of personnel, ���when out-going personnel were leaving the post, and incoming personnel were arriving ��[A.11]�Winter 1911-1912: Enlisted complement varied between 25 and 35 (inc. Vern McA.) ��[A.12] �Spring 1912: Army Post Returns never show more than one man ‘Sick’ during ���January, February, March, and April, 1912 (was Vern McAninch this 1 man ‘Sick’?) ��[A.13] �June 1912 “Wm. N. Michel, ���Capt., Signal Corps Co. K, joined company at Ft. Gibbon on June 12, 1912”; ��[A.14] �June 1912: “eight officers, including Capt. Knowles, left post on June 12th” and ��[A.15] �[some personnel] “transferred to Presidio, San Francisco, via Fort St. Michael, Alaska” ���[unfortunately, there is no list, but Vern McAninch would have been in this group ��� that was going down the Yukon River to Fort St. Michael, and then to San Francisco] ��
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Appendix B: Fort Gibbon Military Records, 1910-1911, at Univ. of Alaska, Fairbanks (UAF)  ��

The Fort Gibbon (Tanana) Military Records consist of a ledger compiled between 1906 and 1911 ��at Fort Gibbon, located near Tanana, Alaska. The ledger records correspondence, reports, and ��requests for materials and for authority for specific actions. Many of the entries include the date ��of receipt of the item, name of the author, date and subject of the letter, and action taken. ��

Entry �[example entries extracted from this ledger] ��No. ���   [1] �Oct. 2, 1906 [first entry in this ledger] �� �May 1910 [many messages from Vancouver Barracks (Washington state)�� �and Dept. of the Columbia A.G. (Adjutant General)] [A.G. at Vancouver Barracks] �� �Sept 27, 1910, Capt. A. C. Knowles, Responsible Officer [Signal Corps Co. K] ��1869 �Nov. 12, 1910 [Fort Gibbon, Alaska] ���Commanding Officer forwards reports of 1st Lieut. Shork & Kingman �� �& 2nd. Lieut. Riley, 16th Infty, of hunting leave Oct. 19, 1910 ��1873�Nov. 14, 1910 [Fort Gibbon, Alaska] �� �Surgeon reports death of Private Edgar Skaggs Company A 16th Inf. �� �from acute intestinal obstruction on Nov. 14th 1910 ��1876�Nov. 16, 1910 [Fort Gibbon, Alaska] �� �Proceedings of Garrison Court Martial in case of Master Signal Electrician Edwin �� �Northstrom, Company K, Signal Corps / 11/19/10 copy to A.G. Dept. of the Columbia ��1878�Nov. 22, 1910 [Fort Gibbon, Alaska] �� �Surgeon requests authority under Par. 1477 A.R. [Army Regulations] to admit �� �to hospital Fred Mattfeldt civilian / 11/23/10 Back approved ��1886�Nov. 20, 1910, Fairbanks, Alaska, B/S [Bill of Sale] on one dog "Pete" at Salcha ��1889�Nov. 28, 1910, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, Adjutant furnishes result �� �of examination of N.C.O.'s of Co. L 16th Infty in subjects of Manual Of Guard Duty ��1891 �Fort Seward, Alaska, Oct. 25, 1910 �� �Adjutant 16th Infty encloses letter from Underwood Typewriter Co., Omaha Neb., �� �re indebtedness of 1st Lieut. R. John West 16th Inf. for $57.50 and $82.50 ��1893 �Dec. 6, 1910, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, B/S [Bill of Sale] on station rowboat Delta ��1894 �Nov. 9th 1910, Vancouver Barracks, Wash., �� �Department of the Columbia furnishes official copy of letter from the �� �Adjutant General's office relative to the reduction of noncommissioned officers, etc., �� �for the purpose of enabling them to obtain bonus of three months pay on reenlistment ��1900 �Dec. 14th 1910, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, �� �Henry F. Ames, Pvt. Co. A 16 Inf. requests transfer to Signal Corps �� �12/14/10 To C.O. Co. K Signal Corps / 12/16/10 Back approved ��1905�Dec. 23rd 1910, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, Commanding Officer �� �forwards charges & specifications against Pvt. Irwin N. Tuber Co. L 16 Inf. ��
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Appendix B: Fort Gibbon Military Records, 1910-1911 (continued) ��Entry ���No. �[example entries extracted from this ledger] ��1908 �Dec. 22nd 1910, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, �� �Quartermaster / To C.Q.M. Dept. of the Columbia [Chief Quartermaster] It is believed  �� �that the photographing of the dogs will lessen the temptation for enlisted men on �� �detached service at telegraph stations and telegraph construction parties, where close �� �watch of property by officers is impractical, to exchange dogs or to turn in the skin �� �of some dog other than the one issued and then to claim the loss of a dog by fighting��1913 �Dec. 23, 1910, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, Commanding Officer, �� �Co. K, Signal Corps, requests decision relative to qualification and extra compensation �� �for such qualification in rifle practice of certain members of Co. K, Signal Corps��1939 �Dec. 14, 1910, Portland, Oregon, �� �Mrs. Geo. T. Dove requests information concerning an accident which befell  �� �[her father] Mr. R. M. Bradley about Feb. 15, 1905, while employed at this post �� �1/15/11 To Surgeon for such information as may be of record ��1943 �Jan. 7, 1911, Fairbanks, Als [sic, Alaska], �� �Application from 1st Cl[ass] Sgt. W. L. Costenborder S.C. [Signal Corps] �� �for eight cords wood for use at const. camp near Nenana ��1944 �Jan. 17, 1911, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, Commanding Officer, �� �Co. K, Signal Corps, forwards application of Pvt. Anderson, Co. K, Signal Corps, for �� �reimbursement of $19.36 charged him for excess baggage from Fairbanks to Gibbon ��1947 �Jan. 21, 1911, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, Surgeon reports death  �� �in post hospital of Jack McAuley civilian on Jan. 21, 1911, from cancer of stomach ��1950 �Jan. 24, 1911, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, Commanding Officer Co. A 16th Infantry requests �� �Post Council of Administration to dispose of effects of late Elmer Skaggs Co. A. 16 Inf. ��1958 �Feb. 1st 1911, Fort Gibbon, Alaska, [the last entry in this book] �� �B/S [Bill of Sale] on 4801 lbs. Potatoes @ 1.44 cents $69.13 �� �2/7/11 To A.G. Dept of the Columbia. 2 copies to commissary.��

Appendix B. Source Notes ��[B.1] �Source: Fort Gibbon Military Records, 1906-1911, at Univ. of Alaska, Fairbanks (UAF)  ��[B.2] �Repository: Alaska & Polar Regions Collections, Elmer E. Rasmussen Library, Level 2,���University of Alaska Fairbanks [UAF], Fairbanks, Alaska 99775 [Mon., 13 July 2009]; ���M3 E7 Ft. Gibbon (Tanana) Coll. / Military Records 1906-1911 Fort Gibbon (Tanana) ��[B.3] �1 Flat Box [Note in the box] “Lois M. Morey found this material in Koyukuk [Alaska] ���school attic among Bureau of Indian Affairs records, etc., 10/57 [Oct. 1957] and ���presented it to the University of Alaska”  ��[B.4] �Unfortunately, any subsequent book(s) (records after Feb. 1911) have been lost ��[B.5]�[Observation] This ledger is the Fort clerk’s log of incoming and outgoing orders etc. ��[B.6]�[Speculation] Apparently, these daily record book(s) were abandoned on-site [in Alaska], ���and were not brought home by the Army when Fort Gibbon closed in 1923. ��
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Appendix C: Coatesville Newspaper Articles about Vern McAninch, October 1912 ��

[Thursday, 17 Oct. 1912] [Note C.1] ��“Back from Alaska” / Vern McAninch, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. A. McAninch, living west of ��town, arrived home this week after a long trip from the far north. Vern has been a member of the ��U. S. signal corps with headquarters at Signal Corps Rapids, Alaska [Note C.2], the past two years. ��Every member of the corps was poisoned from eating canned meats and all but two or three died ��[Note C.3]. Vern came south as soon as possible on a hospital boat and was taken to a hospital in ��San Francisco where he remained until able to make the trip home. He was given a discharge ��from further duty on account of disablement, and it is hoped by his many friends to see him soon ��the ‘Breakie’ they once knew. ��Source: Coatesville Herald, Coatesville, Indiana, Vol. III, No. 42, Thursday, Oct. 17, 1912, pg. 1 ��[image online: McA-Vern-1912-Back-From-Alaska.jpg] [Note 8.d. (image)] ��

[Thursday, 24 Oct. 1912] ��“A Brave Life Ended” / As has been repeatedly stated in these columns . . . To leave home ��and friends and be faithful to duty in a foreign field . . . this is the kind of bravery that counts in ��life’s battles . . . and this is the kind should be given to a young life just ended in Coatesville. ��Two years ago, then a boy in his teens, Vern McAninch, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. A. McAninch ��of this place, joined his services with those of the government of the United States. He was sent ��to the far north, after a year or more of duty in the States, to do duty as a signal officer in Alaska. ��It required many weary weeks to reach his destination. Here he remained serving the government ��faithfully until January, 1912, when the entire signal corps, numbering twenty-two men, were ��poisoned by eating bad meat. Out of the entire number Vern was the only one who lived to reach ��home [Note C.3]. He was sent down to San Francisco in a hospital boat and placed in a hospital ��in that city, where he remained a patient sufferer during all those months from May to October, ��when he had sufficient strength to make the journey home. His friends were greatly rejoiced to ��see him again, but it seems the poison had a deep hold upon his system and affected his kidneys, ��and on Sunday morning at 5 o’clock his spirit took its flight to the God who gave it. ��This is the story of a young but brave life, the last sad rites of which were held at the ��Methodist church on Wednesday morning, Oct. 23, 1912, the Rev. C. O. Smock officiating. ��Source: Coatesville Herald, Coatesville, Indiana, Vol. III, No. 43, Thursday, Oct. 24, 1912. ��

[Friday, 25 Oct. 1912] ��“Came From Alaska To Die” /”Signal Corps Member Dead After Eating Bad Beef” ��Vern McAninch, age twenty-one, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. A. McAninch, of Coatesville, died ��Sunday morning. He had been a member of the United States signal corps in Alaska for two years.��In January all the twenty-two members of the corps were poisoned by eating bad beef [Note C.3]. ��McAninch was brought in a hospital boat to San Francisco, where he remained until a week ago, ��when he was sent home. The poison resulted in a disease of the kidneys, which was the ��[unreadable] at his death. ��Source: Plainfield Friday Caller, Plainfield, Indiana, Friday, 25 Oct. 1912, pg.4 col.4  ��
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[Thursday, 31 Oct. 1912] ��“Obituary” / Vern Wilson McAninch, the youngest child of Mr. and Mrs. D. A. McAninch, ��was born at Coatesville, Ind., on the 20th [sic] day of September, 1890, died on the 20th day of ��October, 1912, at the age of 22 years, 1 month, of an illness contracted in Alaska while in the ��service of his country. He was a member of the Methodist church, uniting in 1899, and holding ��his membership therein until his death. He enlisted in the United States Army Dec. 4, 1909, was ��assigned to signal corps service, serving a portion of the first year at Fort Omaha. He was sent ��thence to take charge of the wireless office at Fort Gibbons, spending the succeeding winters of ��1910 and 1911 at that place. The extremity of the Northern winters, and their attendant exposure ��and hardship, together with the impure food with which they were forced to maintain life brought ��on the illness from which he was unable to recover. He was brought back in the late spring of 1912 ��on a hospital boat with several other comrades who were similarly stricken [Note C.3]. He was ��placed in the Government Army and Navy Hospital, Presidio, San Francisco, where, despite the ��best of skilled treatment, his condition continued to grow worse and in order that he might get ��home was given a disability discharge. ��On Oct. 5 he started home and so convenient are the modern means of travel that there seemed ��a decided improvement in his condition on his arrival. This, however, proved a false hope as he ��sank rapidly from that time and gradually growing weaker passed into the great unknown with ��that calmness of mind and serenity of soul which characterized his entire life. His mind was clear ��and rational to the very last, and it was evident that he foresaw and prepared himself for the ��inevitable dissolution of his earthly tabernacle. ��As he lived in hope and held himself together despite physical infirmities until he reached his ��home and parents, so may we be assured that he held himself clear and clean . . .��Those who survive him are his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. McAninch, of this place; ��his sisters, Mrs. Dora E. Swain, of Terre Haute, Ind., Mrs. Maude Bilderbeck, Jonesboro, Ark.; ��his brother[s], John Freeman and George Daniel Elwood of Chicago, Ill., William Morton, of ��Coatesville, and Fred Thomas, of Indianapolis. ��This obituary is fittingly closed by the following quotations taken from his papers, evidently ��written down as they came to him from his studies, betokening as they do his realization and his ��preparedness: / On the Praise of Death / By Knowles / [long poem] ��Source: Coatesville Herald, Coatesville, Indiana, Vol. III, No. 44, Thursday, Oct. 31, 1912, pg. 1 ��[image online: McA-Vern-1912-Obit-First-Paragraph.jpg] [Note 8.g. (image)] ��

Appendix C: Notes for Coatesville Newspaper Articles about Vern McAninch, October 1912 ��[C.1] �Indiana newspaper project, Reel 290022, Coatesville Herald, Jan. 1912 to Dec. 1913 �� �Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis, Indiana [Tuesday, 26 May 1998]  ��[C.2] �“Signal Corps Rapids” may have been a ‘slang’ term for Fort Gibbon, but that place  �� �name cannot be found anywhere else, not in any of the Army records, and not in any  �� �other Alaska records. There are no river rapids near Tanana [Note 21.d. topo maps], and �� �the only rapids on the whole Yukon River are far upriver in the Yukon Territory, Canada. ��[C.3] �There is no evidence for ‘all 22 men’ (poisoned) in any of the Army records, nor in any  �� �Alaska records [newspapers etc.]. Army records only show ‘1 sick’ at Fort Gibbon, �� �with [medical] transfer(s) to San Francisco, instead of a return to Vancouver Barracks. ��
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