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The Editor’s Corner ��

Nevada, our 36th state, is known as “The Silver State” because of its rich silver resources. ��In 1859, one of the largest silver lodes in the world was discovered at the Comstock mine, and ��Virginia City began to appear out of nowhere. Silver was the primary mineral mined in Nevada ��when it was admitted to the union on 31 October 1864. “Battle Born” is the official state slogan, ��commemorating the fact that Nevada was admitted to the union during the Civil War. ��

In this issue we start the story of the first McAninch pioneer in Nevada – Stewart McAninch. ��The rest of the Stewart McAninch story, and other Nevada pioneers (James M. McAninch, et al), ��will be covered in future issues.��

The stories of these mining pioneers and their families take place on the broad canvas of the ��high desert mining camps and rugged mountain ranges of central Nevada. This is the heart of the ��country known as the ‘basin and range province’, in the desolate wide-open spaces of Nye County ��(right in the center of Nevada), and Lincoln County, the adjacent county to the east, between ��Nye County and the Utah Territory (U.T. 1850-1896; Utah became our 45th state later, in 1896). ��

Today, Big Basin National Park is nearby, just over the county line in White Pine County, Nevada. ��

This McAninch Family History Newsletter is Published by Frank and Jan (Mauk) McAninch��17531 Montbury Circle, Huntington Beach, California 92649-4823      Telephone: 714-846-5134��Email: frank @ McAninch.net, FrankMcAninch @ alumni.uci.edu, mcaninch92649 @ verizon.net  ��
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Stewart McAninch in Nevada: Part I: Through the 1891 Marriage ����Stewart McAninch lived and worked in the ‘wild west’ mining districts and towns in the high ��desert country of central Nevada during the 1880’s and 1890’s. These towns, and other places ��mentioned, can be easily found on the State of Nevada’s free downloadable ‘tourist map’ [Note 1]. ��

The details of Stewart McAninch’s birth are not known at this time. It is my estimate that Stewart ��was probably born between 1840 and 1860 [2]; his parents and birthplace are currently unknown. ��Unfortunately, Stewart has not been found on any census records, and the other records in Nevada ��(marriage record, land deeds, etc.) do not have any clues regarding his exact age or place of origin.��

Stewart’s future wife, Victoria L. Tucker, was born circa 1865 in California [3] [8], daughter ��of (unknown male) and Martha C Tucker. Martha C. (maiden name unknown) Tucker was born ��circa 1847-1848, in Iowa. Martha probably married (unknown male) Tucker ca. 1862-1863; they��may have married in California, since her first four children were all born in California [3] [8]. ��

In 1870, Martha Tucker, age 22, is a single mother with four children (Mary C., Victoria, Robert, ��and daughter Martha), living in Venice Township, Visalia, Tulare County, in central California [3]. ��

In the same year (1870), Martha’s future (second) husband, George Lewis, age 38, is a single male, ��working as a teamster, enumerated in Pioche, the county seat of Lincoln County, Nevada [4] [5].��George Lewis was born circa 1832, in Virginia, and nothing more is known about his background. ��

In the early years of the 1870’s, Martha Tucker and her four children made their way from Visalia, ��California, across the Sierra Nevada mountains, to the mining boom town of Belmont, Nevada [6]. ��

Belmont, Nevada (elevation 8000 feet) boomed after a new silver strike in October 1865, and by ��1867 the population reached 2,000, second only to that of Virginia City in the state. Belmont was ��said to be a “handsomely laid out town” with a bank, a school, two churches, telegraph service, ��post office, and “20 whiskey shops”. Between 1867 and 1905, Belmont was the county seat of ��Nye County. The two-story brick Belmont Courthouse, completed in 1874, is still standing and is ��slowly being restored (by Nevada State Parks). After about 20 years of life, Belmont slowly died. ��In 1903 most of the remaining miners moved south to the new strike at Tonopah, and, in 1905, the ��county seat moved there, too. Today, Belmont is a ghost town [6] [6.a] [6.b] [6.c] [6.d]. ��

George Lewis (age 41-42), and Martha C. Tucker (age 26-27), were married on 17 November 1873, ��in Belmont, Nye County, Nevada, by the minister (“Priest”) of the Protestant Episcopal Church [7]. ��

George Lewis became step-father to Martha’s four children (Mary C. Tucker, Victoria L Tucker, ��Robert Tucker, and daughter Martha Tucker). During the 1870’s, George and Martha had two more ��children, a daughter, E. Lewis, born circa 1876, and a son, George Lewis, born circa 1877 [8]. ��
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In the late 1870’s, George Lewis became interested in ranch land in Sunnyside [9.b], in the ��White River valley [9.c], in the extreme eastern part of Nye County, over a hundred miles east ��of Belmont, and just west of the Lincoln County line (like so many other ‘line’s, this county line ��is just a straight North-South survey line drawn on the map, slashing artificially across mountain ��ranges, dry basin valleys, and seasonal rivers, with no regard for the actual topography of the area). ��

In the 1880 census, July 1880, the Lewis family was living on a cattle ranch in the Cherry Creek ��area [9.a] of extreme eastern Nye County, south-west of the Sunnyside settlement [9.b] [11], in ��the White River valley [9.c] [10]. At that time (1880), there were 14 people enumerated on the ��Lewis cattle ranch, including George himself, age 48, Martha (Tucker), age 32, (step�)daughter ��Victoria (“V. L.”) Tucker, age 14, and George’s brother, G. G. Lewis, age 26 [8]. ��

George Lewis acquired the ranch land in two separate transactions, in 1879 and 1880. First, in ��September 1879, George acquired a half-section from the State of Nevada (320 acres, presumably ��the cattle ranch where the family was living at the time of the 1880 census) [12], and a year later, ��in October 1880 George acquired another 320 acres nearby (for “$5000 gold coin”!, including ��water rights and the “Flag Spring”) [13]. Today, some of George Lewis’s land is part of the ��Wayne E. Kirch Wildlife Management Area, managed by the Nevada Department of Wildlife [14].��

No death records have been found for either George Lewis nor Martha (Tucker) Lewis. George ��probably died before 1887 (age mid-50’s), presumably in Nye County [15], since his widow, ��Martha C. (Tucker) Lewis, is listed on the Nye County Tax Lists between 1887 and 1900 [16]. ��Subsequently, Martha may have died after 1900 (age mid-50’s, or later). ��

Stewart McAninch first appears on the scene in the summer of 1883, when he purchases a house ��and lot on Main St. in Bristol, Lincoln County, Nevada [17], for one thousand dollars. Bristol is ��a mining district town (elevation 7000 feet) northwest of Pioche in Lincoln County [18] [19]. ��

Almost eight years later, Stewart McAninch (age unknown) and Victoria L. Tucker (age 25-26) ��were married on 25 April 1891, by George F. Talbot, a traveling ‘District Judge’, and the marriage ��was recorded a month later in Nye County (Belmont was still the county seat, until 1905) [20] [21]. ��

The witnesses to the marriage were William Horton and his wife Mary, well-known residents ��of the Sunnyside area in the White River valley [9] [10], and Mary Horton was the Postmaster ��for the White River valley [11]. Presumably, William and Mary Horton were also old friends of ��the George Lewis family, and agreed to witness the marriage of George Lewis’s step-daughter ��Victoria L. Tucker. Sunnyside is at the corner of three counties (Lincoln, Nye, and White Pine), ��and in the 1880 census the Hortons were enumerated on the White Pine County returns [22]. ��

George F. Talbot, the district Judge, had just been appointed to this district, first arriving in Pioche ��(Lincoln County) in February, 1891 [23], just two months before the McAninch-Tucker wedding. ��Some personal information about Judge Talbot can be found in 1900 and 1920 census records [24]. ��
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After the April business of the court was finished in Pioche, Judge Talbot presumably went ��west traveling on his circuit, and he officiated at the McAninch-Tucker wedding on April 25th.��

The exact location of the McAninch-Tucker wedding was not recorded. Most likely, the wedding ��took place at Victoria’s family home, on the Lewis ranch in Sunnyside; we know that Martha C. ��(Tucker) Lewis, Victoria’s mother, remained there until at least 1900 [16]. Alternatively, it could ��have taken place at William and Mary Horton’s ranch, in Sunnyside [11], or at another location ��in the Sunnyside / White River valley area of Nye County. ��

Traveling on his judicial circuit, Judge Talbot arrived in Belmont later, and the McAninch-Tucker ��marriage was recorded there on May 25th, 1891 [20], exactly one month after the wedding. At that ��time, Belmont was still the county seat of Nye County (until 1905). ��

Since Judge Talbot chose to have the marriage recorded in Nye County, it is believed that the ��marriage actually occurred in Nye County (the judge certainly knew the location of the wedding). ��Therefore, they did not get married in Bristol City, nor in Pioche (if the marriage had been held ��in either of those towns, the judge would have had it recorded in Pioche, Lincoln County). ��

���[to be continued] ���

Notes and Sources for Part I: ��

[1] �Map �Nevada state map, large .pdf file available free from NDOT (Nevada Dept.����of Transportation), at http://www.nevadadot.com/traveler/maps/StateMaps, ����new 2009-2010 map, download “Official State Nevada Map” 3.1.Mb pdf; ���b.�detailed NDOT Quadrangle “Quad” maps are also available for free download ����[Bristol on 8-2, Cherry Creek on 8-4, Sunnyside on 8-3, Wilson Creek on 8-1] ��

[2] �DOB �Estimate Stewart McAninch born “1840-1860” based on two known events ���a. �In 1883 he bought a house in Bristol, Nevada, for one thousand dollars [17], ����so, assume that he was already successful at some business or trade before ����he came to Nevada (if he was born 1840-1860, age would be 23 to 43 in 1883) ���b.�In 1891 he married Victoria L. Tucker, age 25-26 [20], so, assume that he was ����probably still in his 30’s or 40’s in 1891 (if born 1840-1860, age 31 to 51 in 1891) ��

[3]�1870�Tucker, Martha  � 22   F   b.Iowa  �Keeping House [last line p.5] �� ��Tucker, Mary C. �   7   F   b.California �[first line on pg.6] �� ��    --, Victoria�   5   F   b.California   ��� ��    --, Robert �   3  M   b.California �Robert [not Richard]  �� ��    --, Martha  �5/12  F  b.California �����California, Venice Township, Tulare County, Post Office: Visalia; �� ��3 August 1870; NARA M593 Roll 92 pg.5-6 [pg. 5 also marked “275”] ��
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[4] �1870�Lewis G. � 38  M   b.Virginia�[occ] Teamster �� ��Nevada, Pioche City, Lincoln County, 10 Aug. 1870;�� ��NARA M593 Roll 834 pg.201 [3rd line] [page also marked “17” and “39”] ��

[5]�Pioche, county seat (since 1871) of Lincoln County; E 6 on the Nevada map [1].���a.�“In the 1860s Pioche, Nevada was the baddest town in the west; ���� badder than Tombstone, badder than Dodge City and all the rest.” ����http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/nv/pioche.html ���b. �Pioche (pronounced - pee-oach), http://www.pioche.net/pioche.htm ����The saying goes that 72 men died in Pioche before one died of natural causes.���c. �Historic Overview, http://www.piochenevada.com/history.htm ��

[6]�Belmont, Nye County (county seat, 1869-1905); D 4 on the Nevada map [1] �� �a. �Belmont Courthouse, Nevada State Parks http://www.parks.nv.gov/bc.htm ���b. �Belmont 'circa 1871' picture, and Belmont Courthouse State Historic Park, ����                http://www.sangres.com/nevada/stateparks/belmontcourthouse.htm ���c. �20th-Century ghost town, http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/nv/belmont.html ���d. �Tonopah, county seat (since 1905) of Nye County; D-3 on the Nevada map [1] ��

[7] �1873 Marriage: “I Samuel B. Moore Priest of the Protestant Episcopal Church in ���the United States of America do certify that on the seventeenth day of November ���AD 1873 at Belmont Nevada I joined together in holy matrimony George Lewis ���and Mrs. Martha C. Tucker. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand on ���this 17th day of November 1873      /s/ Samuel B. Moore Minister at Belmont ���Nye County Marriages, Book A. pg.8; Nye County Recorder, Tonopah, Nevada. ��

[8]�1880 �Lewis, Geo. � 48   M   b.Virginia �Stock Raiser, f.b.VA, m.b.VA ����Lewis, M. C.  � 32    F   b.Iowa �House Keeper, f.b.NC, m.b.IN ����Tucker, M. C. � 17    F   b.California �step-dau., f.b.MO, m.b.IA ����Tucker, V. L.  � 14    F   b.California �step-dau., f.b.MO, m.b.IA ����Tucker, R. L.  � 12   M   b.California �step-son,  f.b.MO, m.b.IA ����Tucker, M. C. � 10    F   b.California �step-dau., f.b.MO, m.b.IA ����Lewis, E. �   4    F   b.Nevada �daughter ����Lewis, George �   3   M   b.Nevada �son ����Lewis, G. G. � 26   M   b.Missouri �Brother, Laborer ����Campbell, Sam’l. � 40   M   b.Scotland �Laborer ����Samb, E. � 40   M   b.Ohio �Stock Raiser ����Charley, Jo, Jesse � 25   M,  22  M,  18  M �3 black servants, all b.Nevada ����Nevada, Cherry Creek, Nye County; NARA T9-0759 pg.19D, circa 5-6 July ����1880 [no date on pg.19D; previous page 2 July 1880, next page 10 July 1880] ��
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[9] �[Cherry Creek, Sunnyside, and White River valley] ���a.�Cherry Creek (not shown on the map), south-east of Adaven (site), D 5 on the ����Nevada map [1] (Cherry Creek, Cherry Creek Summit, NDOT Quad map 8-2) ����[not to be confused with the well-known Cherry Creek in White Pine County] ���b.�Sunnyside, D 5 on the Nevada map [1], NDOT Quad map 8-3, and note [11] ����[George Lewis’ ranch was in Sunnyside, despite 1880 census “Cherry Creek”] ���c.�White River valley, D 5 on the Nevada map [1], NDOT Quad map 8-3, and [10] ��

[10] �[White River valley] “Ranchers and stockmen were immediately attracted to the ���lush pasturelands and from the 1860's to the late 1890's a number of ranches were ���established. . . To the south in what is now Nye County, George Lewis, Jacob Moon, ���Lewis Tucker and the two Riordan brothers . . .  were among the early settlers.”���White River Valley Then and Now 1898-1980, second edition, Oct. 1987, Melayne ���Printing, Provo, Utah, pg. 9; Las Vegas Regional FHC library, Las Vegas, Nevada. ��

[11 ]�“Sunnyside was, and is, a small settlement in the southern part of the White River ���Valley. It started as a ranch owned by a man named Horton. He built the ranch in the ���1880's, and soon a small settlement surrounded it. A Post Office, with Mary Horton ���as postmaster, opened on July 10, 1880, and served the whole White River valley. ���The small settlement never really grew, but it did have a small mercantile store that ���provided supplies for the many ranches in the valley.” ���Preserving the Glory Days, Ghost Towns and Mining Camps of Nye County, Nevada, ���Shawn Hall, 1981, 1999, pub. Univ. of Nevada Press, Reno / Las Vegas, pgs.110-111. ��

[12] �[Land] “State of Nevada . . . to George Lewis of Nye County Nevada . . . $323 . . ���southeast quarter of Section 35 Township 7 N Range 61 East [160 acres] . . . ���west half of northeast quarter Section 2 Township 6 N Range 61 East [80 acres] . . . ���east half of southwest quarter Section 2 Township 6 N Range 61 East [80 acres] . . .” ���[T 6-7 N R 61 E] 5 September 1879, Nye County, Nevada; Application No. 657, ���[State of Nevada] Register's Certificate No. 1343, Carson City 5 Sept. 1879 . . . ���Nye County, Deed Books, Book L pg.240, recorded May 29th AD 1883 ��

[13] �[Land] “. . . eighth day of October 1880 . . . between E. J. Travis and Hannah P. ���Travis his wife . . . and George Lewis party of the second part . . . $5000 gold coin ���. . . two certain tracts of land [first tract] north half of southeast quarter [80 acres] ���and southeast quarter of the northeast quarter [40 acres] Section 32 and southwest ���quarter of northwest quarter [40 acres] Section 33 all in Township 7 N Range 62 East ���[and second tract] west half of the southeast quarter [80 acres] Section 29 and ���north half of the northwest quarter [80 acres] Section 32 . . . all in Township 7 N ���Range 62 East” . . . [and water rights] “and also all the water and water rights ���flowing from or connected with what is known as and called the Flag Spring. . . “ ���[E. J. Travis] State of Nevada / County of Eureka / 8 October 1880 ���[T 7 N R 62 E] Nye County, Deed Books, Bk K pg.333 recorded Oct. 26th AD 1880 ���[Ed. Note: Flag Spring can be found on NDOT Quad map 8-3, in the Sunnyside area.] ��
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[14] �Wayne E. Kirch Wildlife Management Area, managed by the Nevada Department  ���of Wildlife (NDOW), brochure at www.ndow.org/about/pubs/wma/wma_kirch.pdf ��

[15]�[George, Martha, death] No birth or death certificates are available in Nevada ����before 1887, when the state determined these kinds of records must be kept. ���a. �[Nevada] Birth and death records from 1887 to the present are recorded in ����each county. The Nevada State Office of Vital Statistics [Carson City] has ����birth and death records from 1911 to the present for all counties [if reported]. ���b.�No death record found in Nye County ����Bk A, 1887-1906, no McAninch, no Tucker; Lewis, Dave; Lewis, Mrs. H. S. ����Bk B, 1906-1909, no Lewis, no McAninch ����Bk C, 1910-1912, no Lewis, no McAninch; Nye County Recorder, Tonopah ���c. �No death record found in Lincoln County; Lincoln County Recorder, Pioche ��

[16]�[Martha, widow] “Lewis, Mrs. M. C.”, 1887, 1888, 1893, 1895, and 1900 Tax Lists; ���“Lewis, Mrs. M.C. (widow)”, 1896; Nye County Tax Lists, LDS film 1,598,448 item 4 ��

[17] �[Stewart, house in Bristol] [18 Aug. 1883] “. . . Nicholas J. Devine and Margaret ���Devine his wife, parties of the first part, and Stewart McAninch the party of the ���second part . . . for One thousand Dollars . . . lot situated on Main Street in Bristol ���Township, Lincoln County, State of Nevada, together with dwelling house and barn ���situated on said lot, with all of the furniture contained in said dwelling house . . . “ ���Lincoln County, Real Estate Deeds, Bk P, pgs 376-377; Lincoln Co., Pioche, Nevada ��

[18] �[Bristol, 1881] “Bristol City [Lincoln County] is situated on the Bristol range of ���mountains, about twenty-five miles northeast [sic, northwest] of Pioche. Ore was ���discovered in 1870 by a party of Mormons . . . In 1871 the district was organized, ���the town of National City started, and a smelting furnace built. In the winter of ���1877-1878 new ore discoveries were made, . . . and the name of the town changed ���to Bristol. It has [in 1881] two stores, a blacksmith shop, three boarding houses, ���a livery stable, post office, etc., and a population of 100. It is the trading point for ���about 700 men who work in the mines of the surrounding region.” ���History of Nevada with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of its Prominent Men ���and Pioneers, pub. Thompson and West, Oakland, California, 1881; pg.488-489. ��

[19] �a.�Bristol (Bristol City): location not shown on the Nevada state map [1]; ����location is in D 6, just above the line between D 6 / E 6, northwest of Pioche; ����Bristol site is shown on NDOT Quad map 8-2, Twp 2 North, Range 66 East ���b. �Bristol: USGS GNIS: Bristol, [Variant Names] Bristol City, National City; ����[Elev.] 7024, [Lat.] 380448N, [Long.] 1143710W, [Map] Bristol Range SE ���c.�[Nov. 2007] entire site is closed, private property, owned by Kerr-McGee ��
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[20] �[1891] “This is to certify that the undersigned District Judge of the State of Nevada ���did on the 25th day of April A.D. 1891, join in lawful wedlock Stewart McAninch ���and Victoria Tucker with their mutual consent in presence of Mrs. Wm. Horton and ���Wm. Horton, witnesses.” /s/ [G.] F. Talbot / District Judge of the State of Nevada ���Nye County Marriage Certificates, Book A, 1864-1915, pg.35; recorded . . . ���May 25th 1891 [Belmont, Nevada]; Nye County Recorder’s office, Tonopah, Nevada ��

[21] �[MFHN] marriage reported previously, MFHN v.XIII n.2, April 2005, pg.2005-10; ���No other McA/I/Ninch entries in any other Nye County records: ���Births and deaths, v.A-C 1887-1911; Marriage certificates v.A 1864-1915; ���Index to marriages, v.B 1916-1947, v.C (A-R) 1948-1972; Index, applications ���and licenses 1868-1951, 1870-1962; Marriage licenses, no. 1-199, 1885-1904. ��

[22]�1880�Horton, William � 38   M   b.England �Farmer, f.b.Eng., m.b.Eng. ����Horton, Margaret � 42    F   b.Ireland �Keeping House, f.b.Ire., m.b.Ire. ����Nevada, Steptoe Valley, White Pine County; NARA T9 Roll 759 pg.353A ��

[23] �[Judge Talbot] “District Court / Hon. G. F. Talbot, our new District Judge, came in ���on the Ely stage last Saturday to prepare for business for a full sitting of the court in ���April. . . . The grand jury left in session last October was discharged and a new one ���was drawn, to appear Monday, April 6th. A venire was also issued for forty trial  ���jurors to appear Monday, April 13th. . . . Judge Talbot will return on or before the ���first Monday in April and will remain during the whole month.” ���Pioche Weekly Record (newspaper), Feb. 12, 1891, p.3 [Pioche, Lincoln County]; ���available on microfilm at Nevada State Library and Archives, Carson City, Nevada. ��

[24] �1900 �Talbot, George F. � 41   M   D [divorced] �b. Apr. [18]59, Connecticut ����� [occ] District Judge �f. and m. both b.Connecticut ����Nevada, Elko County, Elko Pct, 10 June 1900, NARA T623 Roll 943 p.56 ���1910 �Not found �����1920 �Talbot, George F � 60   M   D [divorced] �Roomer in household ����� [occ] Lawyer �    of Mayer, William R.����Nevada, Elko County, Elko, 4th Ward, NARA T625 Roll 1004 p.113 ��

[Ref] �McAninch in 1900 and 1910 Census records (none found in 1880, nor 1920) -- ���1900 �McAninch, John �33   M   b.Missouri �Rebel Creek, Humboldt County ���1910 �McAninch, John S. �48   M   b.Missouri �Rebel Creek, Humboldt County ���1910 �McAninch, Augustus �43   M   b.Missouri �National Pct., Humboldt County���1910 �McAninch, James M. �47   M   b.Ireland �Manhattan Pct., Nye County ���1900, 1910 census record details published MFHN v.XI.n.4 October 2003 p.2003-29 ��������
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