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The Editor's Corner�
�



I have been reading The Brother Keepers, a new historical novel by John E. (Ted) MacNintch �
�
[see the two articles in this Newsletter], about the experiences of three Canadian brothers in WWI, �
�
descendants of Clan MacInnes, who were born and raised in Nova Scotia, in the maritime provinces. �
�



I started the book with a little knowledge of Canada today, almost no knowledge of their history, �
�
and almost no information about individual events of WWI in Europe. It has been very interesting �
�
(almost like good science fiction, where the author has to set the scenes, develop the characters, and �
�
explain all of the local rules and customs, everywhere the story goes). �
�



The book is a historical war novel, not a genealogy book. Ted has researched the subjects very well, �
�
and included quite a few maps, and a lot of background information in the book (the maps are very�
�
useful, and I find myself referring to them constantly, as the people move on to the next location). �
�



This McAninch Family History Newsletter is Published by Frank and Jan (Mauk) McAninch�
�
17531 Montbury Circle, Huntington Beach, California 92649-4823      Telephone: 714-846-5134�
�
Email: family @ McAninch.net, FrankMcAninch @ alumni.uci.edu, or frankmac @ worldnet.att.net �
�



_________________________________________________________________________�
�
McAninch Family History NL v.XV n.3 / July 2007 / Copyright Frank McAninch / page 2007-17 �
�
Permission granted to copy freely for any non-commercial purpose except copyrights owned by others�
�



Table of Contents for this Year�
First Page of this Issue�
Previous Page�
Next Page�
�



�



John McIninch, born circa 1790, emigrated to Canada �
�
�
�
There were two John McIninch’s, both born circa 1790, who both emigrated to Canada -- �
�
�
�
1.	John McAninch, born ca. 1790, Ireland, who emigrated to Canada in 1823, and married �
�
 	Eliza Kenney, 30 Mar. 1828, Burton, Sunbury County, New Brunswick. They had a large �
�
 	family, lived in Carleton County, New Brunswick, and some of their children came south and�
�
 	founded the McIninch families who lived in the areas of Bridgewater and Great Pond, Maine. �
�
�
�
2.	And John McIninch, born ca. 1790, Coleraine, County Londonderry, Ulster Province, and son �
�
 	of another John McIninch; this emigrant John married Mary Jane McKie, Halifax, Nova Scotia, �
�
 	and their descendents lived in Sackville and St. Stephens, New Brunswick, and some of their �
�
 	children also came south of the border, and lived in Calais, Vanceboro, and Woodland, Maine. �
�
 	Two previous articles about this family include MFHN v.III n.3 p.1995-32, “John McIninch �
�
 	(by Charles Bernard MacIninch, Trumbull, Conn., in 1908)”, and MFHN v.VI n.2 p.1998-19, �
�
 	“John S. and Jane (Armstrong) McIninch, and their Family, New Brunswick, Canada” �
�
�
�
John (1 of 2, above) and Eliza (Kenney) McIninch lived in Carleton County, New Brunswick.�
�
One of their sons, Asa McAninch, was born 24 Feb. 1834, in New Brunswick, and was listed on �
�
the 1851 Canada census as “McIninch, Asa, boot & shoemaker, 1851 living in Wakefield Parish” �
�
(Carleton County, New Brunswick). Asa, age 24, married Kathryn Meriah Kelley, 20 Nov. 1858. �
�
He was listed as “McNinch, Asa” on an 1867 Provincial Militia List; “Inchitch, Asa, shoemaker”, �
�
in Lovell's New Brunswick Directory 1871; and later as “McNintch” in the 1901 Canada census �
�
“McNintch Asa M Head M Feb 8, 1834 67” / “McNintch Katherine F Wife M Jul 12, 1837 63” �
�
[New Brunswick; District: Carleton (#14); Sub: Wakefield H-1 Page 2; T-6439]. �
�
�
�
The surname spelling change to McNintch (now MacNintch) was reported in an earlier article -- �
�
“New Brunswick: re McIninch, McNintch, and MacNintch -- The story has been passed down in �
�
 the family that Asa changed the spelling to McNintch” [MFHN v. IV n 4, December p.1996-30]. �
�
�
�
Asa’s son, Rev. Abner Mesereau McNintch, was born 7 July 1863, and married Janie Elizabeth �
�
Bent, on 19 June 1891; Abner was a Baptist minister in rural New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. �
�
Abner and Janie Elizabeth (Bent) McNintch had four sons, Robie Edward, Guy P., Sable M., and �
�
Laurie Kelly McNintch. Three of these brothers, Laurie Kelly, Robie Edward, and Sable, served �
�
in the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during World War I [MFHN v.V n.1 p.1997-02]. �
�
�
�
The author of The Brother Keepers historical novel, John E. (Ted) MacNintch, said that his father, �
�
Laurie, moved to Moncton, New Brunswick, from Nova Scotia around 1916, and Laurie’s brother �
�
Robie also lived there, and that they changed the name to the current Mac spelling. �
�
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The Brother Keepers, a new historical novel by John E. (Ted) MacNintch �
�



Note well that The Brother Keepers is a work of historical fiction, and is NOT a genealogy book. �
�



John E. (Ted) MacNintch, a descendent of the John McIninch who emigrated to Canada in 1823, �
�
has written a fascinating new book, The Brother Keepers, which is a historical novel based on the �
�
family story of five brothers, growing up in pre-war Nova Scotia, and the World War I experiences �
�
of three brothers who served in Europe as volunteers in the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF). �
�
The brothers grow up with a strong pride in their Celtic heritage, in the Highland military tradition, �
�
and the story in the book is told with the surname MacInnes [our M(ac)(c) A/I/N in (-ch)(-sh)-tch), �
�
surnames come from the highland Clan MacInnes [MFHN article: www.mcaninch.net > Surname]. �
�



The book is loosely-based on the families of the author’s great-grand-parents [Asa McNintch �
�
(1834-1917) and Kathryn Meriah (Kelley) McNintch (1837-1916)], his grand-parents [Baptist �
�
Rev. Abner Mesereau McNintch (1863-1942), and Janie Elizabeth (Bent) McNintch (1867-1942)], �
�
and their four sons, Robie Edward, Guy P., Sable M. (the main character in the historical novel), �
�
and Laurie Kelly M(ac)(c)Nintch. Three of these brothers, Robie Edward, Sable, and Laurie Kelly �
�
(the author’s father) served in the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during World War I. �
�



http://www.thebrotherkeepers.com is a new website dedicated to The Brother Keepers book, �
�
with quite a bit of information, and some online excerpts (including some of the author’s notes). �
�
The Brother Keepers, by John E. (Ted) MacNintch; hardcover, 779 pages, historical war fiction �
�
(Canada, WWI); published 2007, Aquadoc Publication LLC, Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475; �
�
(new 2007) ISBN-13: 978-0-9787505-0-3 (13-digit barcode); (old ISBN-10: 0-9787505-0-0). �
�



Synopsis of The Brother Keepers, by the author, John E. (Ted) MacNintch �
�



This work of literary historical fiction, based on the World War I experiences of five MacInnes �
�
brothers, has its roots in idyllic pre-war Nova Scotia and sweeps the reader into the vortex of the �
�
horrendous battles of human attrition in Belgium and France. The story culminates in fratricide �
�
and its lingering aftermath. It will entertain you, move you emotionally and provide you with an �
�
insightful history of World War I and the Highland military tradition as seen through the adventures �
�
and experiences of these MacInnes brother keepers. �
�



What begins as a glorious crusade against the invading Huns devolves into a colossal struggle, �
�
not only for survival, but also for the souls of these three volunteers in the Canadian Expeditionary �
�
Force (CEF). Brought up in the parsonage of a Baptist minister fondly referred to as “The Old Gent,” �
�
sons Sable, Ian, and Fraser are taught to be “brother keepers.” They bond fiercely through a �
�
multitude of reckless endeavors and escapades of tomfoolery and danger on both water and land, �
�
not without humor, while growing up in rural Nova Scotia along with brothers Dugald and Murdoch.�
�



Intertwined in this free-wheeling lifestyle is their grandfather Asa, who makes it his duty to instill �
�
in the boys a pride in their Celtic heritage. Sable, the ringleader of the brotherhood, becomes a crack �
�
shot early on, earning his rite of passage when he kills a buck and faces down a bear. �
�
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Enlisting in the CEF, he becomes a sniper. Ian learns to play the Highland bagpipes and becomes �
�
entangled with two girls whom he meets in the Highland heart of Nova Scotia. Although horrified �
�
at the atrocities of war, Ian enlists as a piper when assured that he will be able to play in the pipe �
�
band and not have to kill. Fraser, the lighthearted one, occupies himself with girls until he joins his �
�
brothers in their army adventures.�
�



The contingents of the CEF sent to England are referred to as the “comedian contingents” �
�
by Imperial Army officers who proceed to forge the intrepid Canucks into effective soldiers. �
�
Shipped to the Western Front, Sable and his brothers experience bombardments, trench raids, �
�
entombment, mine explosions, sniping, bayonet fighting, firefights, loss of comrades, barroom �
�
brawls, bloody disasters, mud and mayhem while in the ranks of the 25th Battalion, Nova Scotia �
�
Rifles (The MacKenzie Highlanders) as well as the 31st Battalion of Calgary. Sable undergoes �
�
intensive sniper training and takes his toll on the enemy. Ian becomes a stretcher-bearer and a �
�
brother keeper of his battalion mates. Experiencing the horrors of the Imperial Army’s first day �
�
of slaughter on the Somme, Ian loses his faith in a compassionate God. �
�



The paths of the brothers diverge and cross. The Canadians succeed under British general �
�
Sir Julian Byng in their assault on Vimy Ridge where Ian pipes his battalion mates “over the top” �
�
and arouses the ‘mir cath’, or frenzy of battle, among the men. Tempered in the fiery furnace �
�
of combat, they experience the major battles of the war. The Corps goes on to fight in the �
�
“bloody bog of Passchendaele,” successful under Canadian General Sir Arthur Currie. During �
�
the agony of battle, Fraser and Ian make a mutual, mercy-killing pact. By 1918 the Canadians �
�
have become an elite corps of shock troops second to none on the Western Front; together �
�
with the Australian Corps, they spearhead the first major breakthrough of the war at Amiens. �
�
It is here that the orders of a drunken officer destroy the brother keepers.�
�



This saga of military tragedy and heroism explores the Highland military tradition, �
�
reveals resonances to modern day wars and engages the moral and religious issues of war as it �
�
postulates “The Iron Corollary to the Golden Rule.” Mysterious, even unworldly, persons weave �
�
their way through the pages, seemingly shadowing the MacInnes boys. “The Brother Keepers” �
�
is a story of faith lost and faith maintained, doublethink, elusive love, the sanctity of brotherhood �
�
and the toll of warfare interspersed with interludes of humor. Out of this searing odyssey on �
�
European soil, the most significant event in Canadian history, emerged worldwide recognition �
�
of the Canadian Corps and Canada as a nation unto itself .�
�



About the Author: Currently residing in Old Saybrook, Connecticut, Dr. John E. (Ted) MacNintch �
�
is a former native of Maritime Canada with strong Nova Scotia roots. He became interested in the �
�
history of the involvement of five of his relatives in the Great War and in the Scottish military �
�
tradition in Canada while employed as Director of Scientific Information for Bristol-Myers Squibb. �
�
Upon retirement, he applied his scientific information-retrieval and writing skills to researching �
�
World War I over a ten-year period in an effort to create a novel that is entertaining, emotional and �
�
very informative with special emphasis on verisimilitude. He spends his summers with his wife Joan, �
�
writing, boating and kayaking in the Thousand Islands region of Upper New York State.�
�
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‘McAninch Tree’ in the 1939 Casey County, Kentucky,-book  �
�
�
�
"The McAninch Tree" [Note 1] �
�
(Note: The symbol (&) is to be read "who married.")�
�



Jerry McAninch [2] had three sons: Howard [3], Buis [4], and Berry [5] [6]. �
�
Howard [3] married Melissa Ross and had the following children: �
�
Robert & Lula Russell (children: Clell who married Anna Liza Russell; �
�
Henry who married Ruby Scott);�
�
George who married Sally Spears, and had the following children:�
�
(Zach & Eliza Hatter; Howard & Alice Cline; Fannie & Bill Wade; Emily; Durham; Mary Bet; �
�
Willie; Sammy; Carrie & James Camden; Rosa & Clem Camden; Lula & Edward Stebbins; �
�
Cordia & George Buis; Cloyd & Myra Adams; John & Celia Telljohn; and Mattie & Avery Stevens).�
�



Sam, brother to George, married Susie Wilcher and had the following children:�
�
Emma & John Foley; Lissie & Henry Bartle; Rosa & Jim Click; Jennie & Bill McIntosh; �
�
Florence & Mim Wilson; Rosa & Jesse Cloyd; Charley & Mary Lucas; and Poke & Nellie Surber.�
�
�
�
Mattie married three times, John Bolin, John Wesley, and Ol English.�
�
Lizzie married Willis Coulter. Teeney married J. C. Coulter. Mary married John Williams. �
�
Sallie married John McDaniel, and Anna married Henry Lucas.�
�



Berry [5], son of Jerry [2] and brother to Howard [3], married Nancy Morgan and �
�
had the following children:�
�
George & Jane Elliot first, and later Bettie Trobridge;�
�
John who first married Bettie Smith and later Melissa McQueary;�
�
Will, who married Lizzie Ross; Jim who married Evylin Dockery;�
�
Marshall who married Mollie McAninch; Minerva who married Marshall Brown; and Bettie.�
�
�
�
The childen of Marshall were: Nannie & E. E. Workman; Fannie & a Merrit; Lawrence; �
�
and Willie & a Hatter.�
�



Cora Lee was the daughter of Jim and Evylin.�
�
�
�
The children of Will and Lizzie Ross were Arthur; Everett who married a Morgan; �
�
and Loretta & Jackie McQueary.�
�
�
�
Oliver and Lou Ella were children of John.�
�
�
�
The children of George were: Mattie; Emma & George Ashley; Flora & Eli G. Wesley; �
�
Joe & Elsie Adams; Jim Harlan & Mary Wesley; and Jason & Laura Andrews.�
�
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The children of Jim Harlan and Mary Wesley were�
�
Zada Mae & Geo. Hughes; Flora Jane & Roy Apple; Nobel & Manilla Rader;�
�
Roy & Evylin Wesley; Fada & Wallace Godby; and Coleman & Margaret Ralston.�
�
�
�
The children of Jason were Eucletus and Juanita.�
�
�
�
Buis [4], the other son of Jerry [2], married Rachel Quinton and had the following children:�
�
Robert; George Lapsey who first married Becky Puttett and later Icy Fells;�
�
Jim Leathers who married Viola Floyd; and Mollie who married Marshall McAninch. �
�
�
�
Lewis was the son of Jim Leathers, and Delia and Fred were children of George Lapsey.�
�



Notes: �
�
�
[1]�
The Men, Women, Events, Institutions & Lore of Casey County, Kentucky�
�
 �
Collected by W. M. Watkins, 1939, pages 197-198; �
�
 �
The Standard Printing Company, Louisville, Kentucky �
�
[2] �
"Jerry" is George A. McAninch, born 1793-1794, Virginia, third (known) son of �
�
 �
the original Daniel McAninch, 1790's pioneer in Lincoln County, Kentucky [see the �
�
 �
"Daniel McAninch, Part II: From Pennsylvania, 1790, to Lincoln County, Kentucky", �
�
 �
article, MFHN v.IX n.2 April 2001 pg.2001-11]; there is no known explanation for �
�
 �
the nickname "Jerry" that is used in the 1939 Casey County book. �
�
[3] �
Henry Howard "H.H." McAninch, born 14 April 1824, Casey County.�
�
[4] �
George "Buis" McAninch, born 10 Oct. 1829, Casey County.�
�
[5] �
William "Berry" McAninch, born 8 December 1820, Casey County.�
�
[6] �
George A. McAninch had four other (known) children not mentioned in the book: �
�
[6a] �
(Daniel) Harrison (“D.H.”) McAninch (1819-1852), married Mary Lockett Walker, �
�
�
28 May 1837, Casey County. He died 17 May 1852, age 33 years, and is buried in �
�
�
Poplar Hill Cemetery, Casey County. His widow and four children went to Missouri. �
�
[6b] �
Samuel H. McAninch (1822-1839), died at age 17, never married, no children; �
�
�
Samuel is buried in Old Willow Springs Cemetery, Casey County.�
�
[6c] �
Elizabeth Jane McAninch, born ca.1830, known as Jane, married John Jordan Ross,�
�
�
21 March 1850, Casey County, and they had ten children. �
�
[6d]�
Robert R. [A.?] McAninch, born ca. 1833, married (1) Hannah Humphrey, �
�
�
4 October 1852, Casey County. They had one child, Elizabeth Jane McAninch, �
�
�
born 11 August 1853, Casey County. Elizabeth Jane McAninch married �
�
�
Thomas Richardson, 7 November 1869, Casey County. �
�
�
Robert married (2) Nancy J. Morgan, 14 March 1865, Casey County; no children.�
�
�
�
�
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Miscellaneous Kentucky info �
�



Kentucky: Pulaski County Land Records �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Date �
Grantee  �
Grantor  �
Recorded �
Type �
�
1836�
McAninch, Jonathan�
Coalman Stewart�
[Bk]   8    [Pg] 557�
Deed �
�
1924�
  " [McAninch], Otis �
L. C. Greer et al �
[Bk]  95   [Pg] 172�
  " [Deed]�
�
1930�
  " [McAninch], Fred �
M. F. Donlonie �
[Bk] 102  [Pg] 169�
  " [Deed]�
�
1930�
  " [McAninch], Fred �
M. F. Donlonie �
[Bk] M-39 [Pg] 159 �
Mtg.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Src: �
General Index to Real Estate Conveyances, Pulaski County, Kentucky, Grantees�
�
�
(to January 1st, 1934), Somerset, Pulaski County, Kentucky; LDS film 1912,846 �
�



Kentucky: 1892-1893; The Janie Wash Institute, Middleburg, Casey County, Kentucky �
�
�
�
Janie Wash Institute was a school organized after the Civil War by the people of Middleburg, �
�
Casey County, Kentucky and of the adjoining areas. It was named in honor of the wife of �
�
T.W. Wash, who was one of the trustees of the school and was County Clerk of Casey County �
�
for 2 decades. The name of the school was later changed to Middleburg Normal College. The �
�
school was reorganized into Middleburg Graded and High School around 1908. The old buildings �
�
of Middleburg School were torn down in 1936 and work was begun on a modern building.�
�



There are seven McAninch children on the 1892-1893 list, all from Middleburg, Kentucky -- �
�
McAninch, Charles [married Mary Lucas, 1904] [siblings Florence, Jennie, Polk, and Rosa]; �
�
McAninch, Clell [McClellan, married Ann Elizabeth Russell, 1900] [and his brother Henry]; �
�
McAninch, Florence [married ‘Mim’ (Mimus Kelly) Wilson] [brothers Charles and Polk]; �
�
McAninch, Henry [Henry Howard, later married Ruby Scott] [went to Louisville, Kentucky]; �
�
McAninch, Jennie [married William C. McIntosh, 1899] [with two brothers and two sisters]; �
�
McAninch, Polk [(James K.) Polk McAninch, married Nellie Surber, 1897]; and �
�
McAninch, Razia [sic, Rosa L.] [married James E. Click, 1899] [later married(2) Jesse Cloyd];�
�



From the book The Men, Women, Events, Institutions and Lore of Casey County, Kentucky, �
�
collected by W.M. Watkins. The information was collected by him during 1936, 1937, and 1938, �
�
and republished by the Casey County News, Liberty, Kentucky, in 1967. �
�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~wvmystica/The_Janie_Wash_Institute.html, �
�
article and 1892-1893 list found by David McAninch, Spokane, Washington �
�



Also in The Men, Women, Events, Institutions & Lore of Casey County, by W. M. Watkins, �
�
is the Civil War story about “Uncle Howe McAninch” [H. H. McAninch], the Confederate raider,  �
�
General John H. Morgan, and the paper money hidden in a martin box [MFHN v III n.3 p.1995-23]. �
�
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Kentucky: 1904; Farmers Deposit Bank, Middleburg, Casey County, Kentucky �
�



Let us look at the statement of the First Stockholders Meeting of the Farmers Deposit Bank �
�
held at Middleburg on December 17, 1904.  . . . The officers and directors at that time are �
�
shown as E. J. Godbey, President; C. L. Pruitt, Vice President; D. A. Thomas, Cashier. �
�
Directors: H. H. McAninch, J.K. Coffey, Silas Wesley, Dr. J. T. Wesley, W. H. McClure, �
�
J. F. Gadberry. W. T. Earles, C. L. Pruitt, and Lincoln Wells.�
�



H. H. McAninch – Here is his picture in our book of time, with a background of widespreading �
�
farmlands and livestock, a well-kept farm and a good home, so Mr. Al Land describes it. �
�
As Master Commissioner Mr. Land helped settle the McAninch estate, and he tells us the lands �
�
he sold amounted to somewhere in the neighborhood of sixty or seventy thousand dollars.  �
�
In looking back to those days he recalls that Howe McAninch had a trotter, a bay filly, he entered �
�
more than once in the races at the Liberty fair. Mattie McAninch, she was called; Mr. Land �
�
remembers her well and smiles as if it were a fond memory – those days of the Liberty fair when �
�
he too had a trotter he entered in competition with Mattie McAninch. It seems that Os Bowman �
�
was connected with these memories; perhaps he was the trainer or drove Mattie McAninch.�
�



In the early days of the bank, Clell McAninch arrived at the post office in Middleburg, and a �
�
few minutes later the one in Yosemite, on his daily run, carrying the mail from McKinney to �
�
Dunnville, in his two-or-three seated conveyance pulled by horses. There was room for mail �
�
sacks, passengers who might come in on the train at McKinney, and room for their luggage.�
�



Farmers Deposit Bank, The First Fifty Years, by Mrs. Wauda Coffey and Mrs. Jessie H. Anderson,�
�
The Casey County News, Fred J. Burkhard, Editor; Jan. 13, 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10, 1955; compiled by �
�
Joberta E. Wells, Feb. 12, 2005: http://www.rootsweb.com/~kycasey/Farmers_Deposit_Bank.html  �
�



“My Old Kentucky Home”, the Kentucky State Song, words and music by Stephen C. Foster �
�



The sun shines bright in the old Kentucky home, / 'Tis summer, the people are gay; �
�
The corn-top's ripe and the meadow's in the bloom, / While the birds make music all the day. �
�
The young folks roll on the little cabin floor, / All merry, all happy and bright; �
�
By 'n' by Hard Times comes a-knocking at the door, / Then my old Kentucky home, goodnight. �
�
 �
Chorus: Weep no more my lady / Oh! weep no more today! �
�
 �
We will sing one song for the old Kentucky home, For the Old Kentucky Home far away. �
�
They hunt no more for the possum and the coon, / On meadow, the hill and the shore, �
�
They sing no more by the glimmer of the moon, / On the bench by the old cabin door. �
�
The day goes by like a shadow o'er the heart, / With sorrow, where all was delight, �
�
The time has come when the people have to part, Then my old Kentucky home, goodnight. / Chorus �
�
The head must bow and the back will have to bend, / Wherever the people may go; �
�
A few more days, and the trouble all will end, / In the field where the sugar-canes grow; �
�
A few more days for to tote the weary load, / No matter, 'twill never be light;�
�
A few more days till we totter on the road, / Then my old Kentucky home, goodnight. / Chorus �
�
 �
http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/song/ky_my_old_kentucky_home.htm�
�
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